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resistant, feature Citizen® 
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Varsity w/leather 
quartz movements, are an soba 
backed by a two year 
warranty and come packaged 
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with oiled leather strap or 
stainless steel bracelet in 
men's and women's size. 
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@ Playmaker model has a 
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@® Wall clocks have quartz 
movements, require one "AA" 
battery, two year warranty. 

Window carton packaging. 
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To order by credit card, call: 


800 713-2261 

To order by mail, send check or money order to: 
Bama Watch, PO Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35486. Add 6% sales tax for Alabama 
residents. Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. $8.95 
for UPS ground shipping and handling for first 
item. Add $1.00 for each additional item. Rush 
delivery is normally available at following rates 
for one item: $19.95 for one day or $10.95 for 
two day service plus $1.00 for each additional 
item. Ask for availability of 50 other schools. 
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$69.95 


Men's Elite 
w/leather 
$79.95 
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And it gets worse -- not better -- each year, even though postage rates have risen to 37 cents for a first class letter. 


In the past decade we have had an increasing number of you urge us to make the newsletter available electronically, 
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In order for this to work smoothly, we need your help. We must have your e-mail address. 


(For those who don’t have an e-mail address, there are remedies, and we will discuss those.) 


Your "BAMA E-NEWSLETTER will have all the same information as the old printed version. Stories and commentary, sta- 
tistical updates, Coach Fran's comments, the depth chart, photographs, and the popular Daniel Proctor cartoon. 
And it should be in your e-mailbox shortly after noon central time each MONDAY after Alabama football games; not 
Wednesday or Thursday or the next week. Additionally, we will provide immediate e-mails when news of Alabama 
athletics breaks. And we'll have a pre-game newsletter, probably on Thursdays, to bring you up-to-date. 

In short, you get more and you get it in a more timely fashion. 
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¢ Obtain a computer and enjoy the benefits of e-mail and the many other extraordinary sources of information. 
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* Have a friend or relative who is “on the internet” receive the e-mail and print it for you. 
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by Kirk McNair 


Bama not ranked high, but 
goals will be high for Tide 


ost Alabama football fans, players, 
Me coaches can hardly wait for the 

season to arrive. For coaches and 
players the “preparation” for the season is 
almost never-ending. Nevertheless, the im- 
pending kickoff gets more into focus when 
players check in for the official start of pre- 
season practice. 

Even though most Alabama players (in- 
cluding a number of newcomers) have been 
in Tuscaloosa for all or part of the summer, 
new players report officially on August 4. 
Those newcomers will have four practices in 
shorts before the varsity reports. New Tiders 
will work twice each day August 5 and 
August 7. 

Returning players will bring the pre-sea- 
son reporting roster to 105. Those returning 
players check in August 7 and undergo 
physical examinations August 8. The entire 
squad will have three days of practice in 
shorts August 9, 10 and 12. On August 13 
full gear practices may begin. From the 
opening of practice until classes begin on 
August 21, Bama will practice twice each 
day. Once classes begin there is no limit on 
the size of the squad and additional walk- 
ons will probably swell the roster to about 
130. 

Alabama opens the season Saturday, 
August 31, hosting Middle Tennessee State 
University in Birmingham's Legion Field in a 
game that will be televised regionally by 
Jefferson Pilot and kick off at 11:30 a.m. 
CDT. 

Prior to the start of practice, the Alabama 
coaching staff had a couple of weeks togeth- 
er on retreat, though not far from the office. 
The staff was ensconced at a nearby resort 
and actually made office visits after daily 
sessions in which all aspects of Crimson 
Tide preparation were discussed. 

During the summer the coaches did have 
some vacation time. Head Coach Dennis 
Franchione and his wife Kim made their va- 
cation a celebration of the 25th wedding an- 
niversary they celebrated this summer. And 
that vacation only served to demonstrate 
again the breadth of the Bama football fami- 
ly. Franchione said their vacation was a trip 
to the West Coast, to San Francisco, the 


6 


Dennis Franchione knows expectations for 
Alabama’s football team are higher than the pre- 
dictions for this year’s Crimson Tide. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


wine country, and to famed Pebble Beach 
Golf Course. He said, “I hadn't even gotten 
out of my car in the parking lot at Pebble 
Beach and two Alabama fans came up to 


” 


me. 


national pollsters to figure out this 

Alabama team. Bama is ranked near the 
nation’s top 10 in some polls, not even in 
the top 25 in many others. Some have Bama 
figured to be the best team in the 
Southeastern Conference Western Division, 
while others pick Bama third or fourth. 

A year ago Alabama was coming off a 3-8 
season and yet was ranked in the top 25 in 
several pre-season polls. At that time 
Franchione said, “That's just Alabama.” 

This year Bama is coming off a 7-5 season, 
including four straight wins to end the sea- 
son, and yet many so-called experts seem to 
dismiss Bama as a top team. 

Franchione said, “I think a lot of people 
just aren't quite sure how to figure us out. I 
don’t have a problem with their rankings. I 
see things that they’re looking at.” 

The coach noted Alabama has a very diffi- 
cult schedule, his most difficult as a head 
coach he said. Franchione said he has been 
told that at least one football magazine rated 
Alabama's schedule as the most difficult in 
the nation. He said another reason for 
Alabama not being ranked in the top 25 ina 


I has proved difficult for the regional and 


www.BamaMag.com 


number of pre-season polls is that the Tide 
is still young. And, he said, “A lot of people 
probably can’t figure us out; how we're 
going to respond (to the NCAA penalties). I 
understand that.” 

He said he wouldn't use Alabama’s lack of 
high ranking as a motivational tool and said 
that he would prefer “to be ranked number 
one and have every gun loaded.” 

In any event, he said, “Our fans are going 
to have high expectations. Our players have 
high expectations.” 

Franchione is motivating his squad with a 
challenge. He has told them that few 
Alabama teams have a chance to be special 
because of so many accomplishments by 
previous Crimson Tides, including 12 na- 
tional championships and 21 Southeastern 
Conference titles. But, he has told them, if 
they can overcome the adversity, they will be 
remembered as a special team. 

As for goals, Franchione said, “We have 13 
games to play. We can still win the (SEC) 
West. We may not represent the West (in the 
SEC Championship Game), but if we can’t 
go we want the team in Atlanta to be not the 
best team.” 

Probably more than most college athletes, 
this group of Tide players understands the 
good and bad of pre-season rankings. 
“We've been number three (pre-season in 
2000) and won nothing,” senior quarterback 
Tyler Watts pointed out. “It just gives us an 
opportunity to play over our heads—at least 
by what the experts think.” 


he Tide head coach said that 
“TL aissenss decision to add Hawaii as a 

13th game at the end of the regular 
season has been met with good response. 
“Our fans are excited,” he said. “The timing 
of the game (November 30, the Saturday of 
Thanksgiving weekend) is good for many of 
them.” 

Franchione said the players are excited, 
even though he has assured them it will not 
be all play. He said he told them that it 
would be difficult to rebound after the 
Auburn game on November 23; that the trip 
to Hawaii is a long, hard one; and that 
Hawaii will have a good team. He said be- 
fore he could even finish putting the ques- 
tion to a vote that every hand in the room 
shot up in favor of playing the game. And, 
he said, “After the meeting some of the play- 
ers came up to me and said, ‘Thank you, 
Coach, for doing this for us.’“ 

While there have been insinuations that 
Alabama is “getting away with something” 
by playing Hawaii in a year when the Tide is 
currently banned from bowl play, 
Franchione disputed that. “We're not ‘get- 
ting away’ with anything,” he said. “We're 
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not doing anything that the other 116 
schools couldn't have done. Coach Moore 
(Athletics Director Mal Moore) cleared this 
with everyone. If we weren't supposed to do 
it, we wouldn't have done it.” 

While the Hawaii game drew the most no- 
tice this summer, as the season approaches it 
will be difficult for many to keep their eyes 
on the opening opponent, Middle 
Tennessee. That's because the second oppo- 
nent, Oklahoma, has been picked to win the 
national championship in some pre-season 
polls. That game will be in Norman, 
Oklahoma, the first time Alabama and the 
Sooners have met outside of bowl competi- 
tion, 

Alabama opens the season with four non- 
conference games, then has eight SEC con- 
tests, then closes with Hawaii. Television 
and kickoff times have been established for 
the first four games and the game at Hawaii. 

If Alabama wins its appeal to the NCAA to 
get this year’s post-season ban lifted and if 
the Tide is able to win the SEC Western 
Division, then Bama will have to face the 
hurdle of getting back from Hawaii and get- 
ting prepared for the SEC Championship 
Game in Atlanta on December 7. That is the 
type problem Franchione would like to 
have. 

One thing that makes Alabama's schedule 
so difficult is the oddity of how the SEC set 
up the conference games. Of Alabama's eight 
SEC opponents: 

Tennessee and Arkansas have open dates 
the week before Alabama. LSU and 
Mississippi State play Kentucky the week 
before Alabama. Georgia plays New Mexico 
State, Ole Miss plays Arkansas State, and 
Vanderbilt plays Connecticut. Only Auburn 
of Alabama’s SEC opponents has a tough 
game—Georgia—the week before Bama. 


ranchione isn’t surprised that no 
Crimson Tide football players defected 
from the program following NCAA 


sanctions last February. The bowl prohibi- 
tion carries with it the potential for losing 


News You Can’t Miss 


If you are a subscriber to BAMA, it is 


important that you read and respond to 
the information on Page 3 of this issue. 


players. Players whose teams are banned 
from bowl play for the remainder of their ca- 
reers may transfer to another school without 
the penalty of having to sit out a season. 
That means that Alabama's juniors and se- 
niors could have gone to another school. 
None has taken that option and all current 
scholarshipped players are in Tuscaloosa for 
summer school and/or off-season workouts. 
Several players were strongly recruited by 
other schools trying to take advantage of 
Alabama's misfortune. 

“I don’t know if ‘surprised’ is the right 
word,” Franchione said in answer to a ques- 
tion. “I’m certainly pleased. I'm proud of 
these young men. It’s very gratifying to me 
and special in how this group has stayed to- 
gether. They have taken pride in being 
Alabama football players, which has been 
exhibited in their work habits and in their 
focus. There is pride in wearing that crim- 
son jersey.” 

The Tide coach added, “I think there is a 
good chemistry between our coaching staff 
and the players. And the coaches have 
earned the trust of the players.” 


Fiens's had a good report on aca- 


demics, Although Marvin Brown, who 

would have been a senior linebacker, 
has been lost because of academic deficien- 
cies, Franchione said that Bama Director of 
Academic Services Jon Devor had reported 
that Alabama football was in the best shape 
it has been in several years. Although he did 
not reveal specifics, Franchione said five re- 
turning Alabama players had work to do in 
the remainder of this summer and that two 
of those five had considerable work to do. 
He did say, in answer to a question, that 
wide receiver Antonio Carter is eligible. 
Carter missed Bama’s Independence Bowl 


game at the end of last season for academic 
reasons. 

As for incoming players, he said junior 
college transfers Ahmaad Childress and 
Derek Pope were finishing up some work. 
The coach confirmed that signees Henry 
Smith, Chauncey Malone, and Titus Ryan 
would begin their careers in junior college. 
And he said there is “an interpretation ques- 
tion” for one other signee. That usually 
means Clarification of a course for the 
NCAA Clearinghouse. He added there had 
been no unexpected problems. 

Things also look good on the injury front. 
He said that defensive end Todd Bates, who 
had surgery in early May, is making good 
progress and “should be available for two-a- 
days.” Both offensive tackle Evan Mathis and 
wide receiver Antonio Carter had rods insert- 
ed surgically into broken lower leg bones and 
both are on track to be full speed in August. 
Cornerback Hirchel Bolden, who played all 
last season with a separated shoulder, had 
arthroscopic knee surgery. Franchione said, 
“Its close on him, but he has a chance to be 
ready when practice begins.” 

Franchione said he and his assistant 
coaches “have a much better feel for our 
players than we did last year at this time 
after only 15 (spring 2001) practices. We are 
much more settled. We can direct our 
thoughts more accurately this year because 
there were so many unknowns last year. Last 
year we spent so much time on how we 
would move the ball with such a young of- 
fensive line. We're still young-three of our 
returning starters are just sophomores—but 
we're more experienced.” 

Franchione said it would be difficult to 
settle on the 105 because of the quality in 
the walk-on ranks. He said he expects to 
bring in one long snapper (Nick Ridings), 
punter-kickoff man-holder Lane Bearden, 
and three other kicking specialists among 
the 105. He said place-kicking is an area of 
concern as Alabama must replace Neal 
Thomas. “I wish there had been more sepa- 
ration in the spring,” Franchione said. 


2002 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date 

August 31 
September 7 
September 14 
September 21 
September 28 
October 5 
October 19 
October 26 
November 2 
November 9 
November 16 
November 23 
November 30 


Opponent 

Middle Tennessee State 
Oklahoma 

North Texas 

Southern Miss 
Arkansas 

Georgia 


Tennessee 
Vanderbilt 
Mississippi State 
LSU 


Auburn 
Hawaii 


Mississippi (Homecoming) 


*Time/TV 
11:30/-P 
2:30/ABC 
6:00/Pay-Per-View 
6:00/ESPN2 
TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 
7:00/ESPN 


Site 


Norman 
Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 


Tuscaloosa 
Tuscaloosa 
Knoxville 
Nashville 
Tuscaloosa 


Tuscaloosa 
Honolulu 


Birmingham 


Fayetteville 


Baton Rouge 


Series Record 

First Meeting 

Alabama leads, 1-0-1 
Alabama leads, 1-0-0 
Alabama leads, 30-6-2 
Alabama leads, 8-4-0 
Alabama leads, 35-22-4 
Alabama leads, 39-8-2 
Alabama leads, 42-35-7 
Alabama leads, 57-19-4 
Alabama leads, 68-15-3 
Alabama leads, 42-18-5 
Alabama leads, 38-27-1 
First Meeting 


*Central time and subject to change. Times for remaining games will be announced following 12-day advance selection by TV 
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NCAA Update: 


Bama Camp Cautiously Optimistic 


by Kirk McNair 


University has its hearing 
seeking relief August 16 


Alabama football’s current NCAA trou- 

bles could be over as early as mid- 
September, although it is understandable if 
those in the Crimson Tide camp doubt any- 
thing will happen swiftly in what has 
seemed an interminable travail. Alabama’s 
fate is now in the hands of the Infractions 
Appeals Committee (IAC), which will hear 
the case of The University in Chicago on 
August 16. Although there is no mandated 
timetable for the IAC to rule, historically it 
has been within four to six weeks. 

Although no representatives of The 
University, including lead attorney Robert 
Cunningham of the Mobile firm of 
Cunningham and Bounds, may comment on 
the case, there is ample reason to believe 
that Alabama can be optimistic about its ap- 
peal. 

The most obvious reason for optimism is 
also the most obvious reason for concern. 
The Infractions Committee, which ruled on 
February 1 in the Alabama case, came to a 
conclusion The University (and almost any- 
one else) considered the result of either in- 
competent or unconscionably biased reason- 
ing. Some might fear a similar unthinking, 
unfair result from another NCAA commit- 
tee. However, while most would consider 
the Infractions Committee to be made up of 
relatively dim lights, the Infractions Appeals 
Committee is made up of highly-regarded 
and legally-educated individuals. 

It is probably unfortunate for Alabama 
that the chairman of the IAC was recently 
named commissioner of the Southeastern 
Conference, meaning he had to recuse him- 
self from hearing Alabama's case. That was 
considered a setback because Michael Slive, 
the new commissioner, is very intelligent. 
Additionally, he formerly served as an attor- 
ney who represented universities being in- 
vestigated and penalized by the NCAA, so 
he knows firsthand that both NCAA staff 
and committees are prone to serious error. 
Nevertheless, the remaining members of the 
committee—Terry Don Phillips, Clemson; 


L is not unreasonable to believe that 


Its The Wave Of The Present 


Noel Ragsdale, Southern California; Allan 
Ryan, Jr., Harvard; and Robert Stein, 
American Bar Association—have demonstrat- 
ed they have no compunction about finding 
the Infractions Committee in error. 

Alabama’ original investigation with the 
NCAA Enforcement Staff and presentation to 
the Infractions Committee was led by 
Alabama law professor Gene Marsh, who is 
also The University’s faculty chairman of ath- 
letics. Alabama went hat-in-hand to the 
Infractions Committee, of which Marsh is a 
member. Alabama voluntarily surrendered 15 
initial scholarships over three years, a devas- 
tating penalty, particularly considering the 
lack of evidence. Indeed, Alabama's response 
was more confession than conviction. 

The Infractions Committee’s chairman, 
Tom Yeager, who in real life is a former 
NCAA bureaucrat and who is commissioner 
of the little-known Colonial Athletic 
Associa-tion, took advantage of his 15 min- 
utes of fame to praise The University for 
doing “all it could do,” and then to blindside 
his fellow committee member, Marsh, and 
Alabama with extraordinarily harsh addi- 
tional penalties. Yeager added on the loss of 
six more scholarships, banned Alabama 
from post-season play for two years, and re- 
duced overall football scholarships from 85 
to 80. (The last is merely a small-minded 
penalty against hard-working walk-on play- 
ers and doesn’t affect a school’s football suc- 
cess. A school is rarely at 85 on initial schol- 
arships. Those additional scholarships are 
given to deserving walk-ons who have been 
on campus at least two years—usually four 
years.) The post-season ban not only denies 
Alabama players the opportunity to play for 
a championship, it will result in stiff finan- 
cial penalties to The University. Ineligibility 
for a bowl game means an SEC school can- 
not participate in the proceeds to the league 
from post-season play, perhaps $4 million 
per year. 

Neither Marsh nor Marie Robbins, the for- 
mer Alabama compliance director, are in- 
volved in the appeals process. Both were lav- 
ished with extraordinary praise by Yeager. 


here are hints that Alabama officials 

| were thrilled with the brief in support 
of appeal prepared by Cunningham, 
working with Alabama staff attorney Stan 
Murphy. Additionally, it is believed the re- 
sponse to that appeal from the Infractions 
Committee was as unimpressive and pedes- 
trian as its initial findings. The University’s 
response to that is reported to be sharp and 
to the heart of the Infractions Committee, 
which did not cite Alabama for what has 


long been the most serious violation, “lack 
of institutional control.” Prior to the 
Alabama case, a school avoiding that charge 
avoided the most serious penalties. 
Additionally, prior to the Alabama case, a 
school lauded for its cooperation was re- 
warded for that cooperation. Yeager’s com- 
mittee decided to deal its harshness to 
Alabama based on “repeat violator” status, 
even though The University believes the 
committee misinterpreted that facet. 

(All documents related to the appeal will 
be released by The University shortly after 
the hearing.) 

There have been several other NCAA cases 
which could be helpful to Alabama in its ap- 
peal. 

California was given penalties less harsh 
than those imposed on Alabama, even 
though Cal was a repeat offender found 
guilty of lack of institutional control and 
was not praised for its own investigation 
and/or cooperation. 

The Infractions Committee issued very 
soft penalties to Minnesota, simply ignoring 
the NCAA By-Law regarding repeat offender 
status. (This is not surprising considering 
the history of the committee to go easy on 
members of the Big Ten and Notre Dame.) 

And finally, there is Howard University. 
Last year the Infractions Committee cited 
Howard's baseball, men’s and women’s bas- 
ketball, and men’s and women’s swimming 
programs for recruiting violations, extra 
benefits, academic eligibility, academic 
fraud, ethical conduct, and a lack of institu- 
tional control. Howard University appealed 
the penalty of a five-year probationary peri- 
od, contending that it was excessive and in- 
appropriate because the Infractions 
Committee gave insufficient consideration 
to the institution’s cooperation with the in- 
vestigation when it imposed the penalty. The 
institution noted violations found were the 
result of a comprehensive investigation and 
self-reporting by the institution. The institu- 
tion also argued that the five-year probation 
was three years longer than the legislatively 
prescribed presumptive penalty, equal to the 
maximum probationary period imposed in 
any prior case by the Committee on 
Infractions and longer than imposed in 
other cases where the violations were more 
severe. The Infractions Appeals Committee 
concluded that the factor of institutional co- 
operation was not properly weighed and the 
maximum penalty of five years probation 
was excessive and inappropriate. 

Yeager's lame response to this capricious- 
ness: Facts in each case are different and it 
is difficult to compare cases. 


If you are a subscriber to ’BAMA, it is important 
that you read and respond to the information on 


Page 3 of this issue. 
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Summer Conditioning 
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by J.E. Lisby 


It’s about making football 
players, not bodybuilders 


ow long? Of all the questions Ben 
Horn has fielded since taking over 

as strength and conditioning coach 
for Alabama football, that’s number one: 
How long will it take to get strength levels of 
Crimson Tide players to where they need to 
be? 

The answer isn’t easily pinned down. But 
Pollard thinks his troops are definitely get- 
ting there. “Three years is very realistic to get 
the team to where it needs to be strength- 
wise,” he said. “Right now we're talking 
about a group of kids in only their second 
summer. The longer that we keep a year- 
round program, the better we'll be. But our 
strength levels now look pretty good.” 

That is a general answer. Pollard is often 
asked for specifics: How many players are 
bench pressing 400 pounds? How many guys 
can clean 500? Such statistics are important, 
but Pollard’s concerns run deeper. “I don’t 
know that just looking at the raw numbers is 
unfair, but I also want to be able to evaluate 
on whether this guy is helping himself to be 
a better football player,” Pollard said. 
“Sometimes just getting an athlete stronger 
might be the easiest thing to do.” 

As Pollard has frequently said, his job is 
not to produce bodybuilders. It’s all about 
developing football players. Pollard said, “It’s 
a lot easier to measure 40-yard dash times, 
vertical jumps, and squat maxes than it is 
other variables like whether the is player bet- 
ter than he was a year ago. Producing those 
numbers is always part of the job. Players 
continually increasing their personal bests is 
part of how we judge things. But perfor- 
mance ultimately has to be fleshed out on 
the field. You can have a great summer in the 
weight room and get a lot stronger, but if it 
doesn’t help your performance and you don’t 
get to play, then it was not the best. 

“My job is to help them become better 
football players. Whatever potential they 
have, it’s my responsibility to help them get 
there. It’s not just about everybody going up 
on their squat and bench max. We're doing 
all this so that we can win 13 football 
games.” 

With that goal in mind, the Alabama play- 
ers have been working continuously through 
spring and summer to improve individually 
and as a team, Though official reporting day 
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isn’t until August 7 for returning players, it’s 
not uncommon for veterans to enroll for the 
second summer term to get a jump on the 
season. This summer an increased dedication 
was evident. Fifty-seven players, including 
almost all the rising seniors, were on campus 
for Interim classes, and that number more 
than doubled to 130 for the first summer ses- 
sion. By second term the total was approach- 
ing 145 with more arriving almost daily. 
“The competition for the 105 (early report- 
ing) roster is going to be tough,” Pollard 
said. 

Recognizing the value of what Pollard is 
asking, the players have bought into the pro- 
gram. “This summer has been better,” senior 
center Alonzo Ephraim said. “I think that 
now that we've gotten that taste, we’ve 
worked a lot harder this summer than last 
summer. It’s all about each other-you and 
your teammates wanting it more and more.” 


ead Coach Dennis Franchione com- 
mented on his team’s second summer 
of work. “In a lot of regards our focus 


is the same,” he said. “I think we're putting 
plenty of emphasis on agility and foot move- 


Players Get Job 


eT 


———— 


Done 


ment. We ran a lot this summer, but I don’t 
know that we ran a great deal more than last 
year. Strength development is still pivotal. 
You tweak it some, but there hasn’t been a 
tremendous amount of change.” 

As Franchione pointed out, the overall 
summer goals this year have not changed. 
Pollard is always pushing the athletes to get 
stronger, especially emphasizing leg and 
lower-body strength over the summer. “We 
try to increase our strength in the summer,” 
Pollard said. “During the season I don’t have 
control over how many practice periods 
they'll have. But I control the summer sched- 
ule, so I know how much leg work we can 
do. We're trying really hard to get our squat 
maxes up.” 

Running drills and “over-speed training,” 
designed to increase overall team speed are 
also a summer priority. Pollard said, “We 
don’t have the time in the spring to do all the 
over-speed practice. I'd like to be able to do 
more of that leading up to when we time the 
players in the spring, but because of our 
schedule we can't do it. So we put more em- 
phasis on speed (during the summer).” 

“Over-speed training” is based on the con- 
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Alabama football players, over 140 of them, took part in voluntary summer conditioning drills to pre- 
pare them to be better players this fall. This summer included more running and footwork drills. 
Barry Fikes Photo 


cept of muscle memory, the theory that a 
man can only run faster if he does run faster. 
In some areas that is accomplished by down- 
hill running. Since Alabama doesn’t have a 
convenient hill near the athletics depart- 
ment, the players use a system of “bungee 
cords” to pull each other into “over-speed.” 
Conducting footwork drills and other ex- 
ercises in the sand pit, which is especially 
helpful in preventing leg and groin injuries, 
is also exclusively summer work—not be- 
cause of any connection to vacation and the 
beach, but rather due to the energy-sapping 
nature of the surface. “We don’t use the sand 
in the spring,” Pollard said. “It makes them a 
little leg weary, and in the summer | can 
control what we're doing and allow for that.” 
Conditioning is a focus from spring to fall, 
but leading up to the start of two-a-days it 
becomes increasingly important. “We're al- 
ways going to be working hard on condi- 
tioning,” Pollard said. “Even though two-a- 
days will be just as hard as it was last year, | 
think they'll recover better than they did a 
year ago. Every year you'll see them a little 
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bit better handling certain things. They’re in- 
creasing their work capacity on an annual 
basis. They'll recover better, be ready to play 
and maintain speed levels.” 

Most fans assume that sweating it out 
through the hot summer months is all about 
winning the fourth quarter. Work harder 
than your opponents under the blistering 
July sun, and you'll have the advantage late 
in the game. But given Franchione’s demand- 
ing, fast-paced practices, Pollard sees a differ- 
ent benefit. “Recovery means that you're 
playing full speed,” he said. “It's not about 
falling apart in the fourth quarter. The way 
we practice, | don’t worry about that part. | 
worry about being full speed when we play.” 


eyond the general team goals of pre- 
Bem injuries while improving team 

strength, speed and conditioning, 
Pollard focuses his attentions in the summer 
on individual goals. He said, “With some 
guys body weight up or down will help. 
Some need to be better conditioned. With 
some their footwork needs to improve. Some 
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of them need more speed. I want to see us 
get better as a squad, but I’m also concerned 
about specific areas. For example I really 
would like to see Brooks Daniels put some 
body weight on. For him to play as well as 
he does now is something, but think about if 
we could put 20 pounds on him. I'd like to 
see ‘Bear’ (Anthony Bryant) take some 
weight off, because he's getting to the point 
where he can help us. I'd like to see Kindal 
Moorehead get into shape-really get to that 
point where his body can handle a full year 
the way he wants to play—not just average 
but really perform at a high level. I'd like to 
help Donald Clarke improve his foot quick- 
ness and his speed.” 

Along those lines, the players took things 
personally this summer. If the team is to im- 
prove, then it must first begin with the indi- 
vidual. Senior receiver Antonio Carter said, 
“| think there is a difference in the attitude 
this summer. We're hungrier than last year. 
Coach Pollard and the strength coaches are 
pushing us. They're pushing us to that limit 
to where you have no choice other than to 
get better.” 

Pollard said, “I do think its becoming 
“cool to work hard. Guys are pushing each 
other. There's a lot of competition, and com- 
petition is always going to make everything 
better. The number of players who like the 
weight room is growing. Certain guys like 
Lance Taylor, Sam Collins, Wesley Britt, to 
name a few-you’re not worried about 
whether they’re going to do their work. 
What you're trying to do is build a team 
where you've got a hundred of those. Then 
the guys who aren't doing it stand out like a 
sore thumb. We're getting there.” 

For position coaches, the second season 
working with a group of players is always 
easier. But for strength and conditioning 
coaches like Ben Pollard, that dynamic isn’t 
necessarily true. Certainly the players under- 
stand his system better, but achieving the 
same tangible results gets increasingly hard- 
er every year. “It's a physical impossibility to 
achieve the same amount of strength gains 
every year,” Pollard said. “You can’t improve 
an athlete’s strength 20 per cent every year 
forever. The first year is easiest. You're start- 
ing low and you're going to see good things 
happen that first year. You'll see your biggest 
gains, your biggest advances. The second 
year is lot harder. And itll be even harder 
that third year. Every year it’s going to be 
more difficult.” 

Pollard added, “Fans need to know that 
these players have had a good attitude all 
along. People need to know that they have 
worked hard this summer. If you spend any 
time around these men, then you can't help 
but be excited. Watching them move and 
watching them run, the overall conditioning 
level of the team is good. Heading into our 
second year | think the players have done a 
great job.” 
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A Conversation: 


by J.E. Lisby 


Game is different along 
the line of scrimmage 


Editors Note: Hoping to bring some insight 
to the fans not available through regular 
news and feature stories, every year ‘BAMA 
Magazine sits down for a conversation with a 
group of senior Tide athletes. Kindal 
Moorehead, Jarret Johnson and Kenny King 
have played and started in almost every 
game since their freshman years, making 
them ideal subjects. 


Ts best defensive linemen have a cer- 
tain arrogance about them, a trait con- 
sidered necessary to compete success- 
fully in the battles that take place along the 
line of scrimmage. Based on size alone, they 
may look like their offensive counterparts, 
but any D-Lineman worth his salt will tell 
you otherwise. “Defensive linemen just look 


and move more like athletes than offensive 
guys do,” defensive tackle Jarret Johnson 
said. “When you see us running we run 
more like running backs and receivers. The 
offensive guys run like linemen. They're real 
good at covering a small area—maybe about 
five yards. But we cover a whole field.” 

Defensive end Kindal Moorehead said, “I 
think we all can do the same thing. We just 
do ita little bit better and a lot faster.” 

“We're not saying they're not athletic,” 
Johnson said, “but when you look at us we 
run with good form. We're quick. To the eye, 
it looks like you can say we're better athletes.” 
Nose tackle Kenny King said that physical ap- 
pearances mean little. “It doesn’t matter the 
size. It doesn’t matter how big your arms are 
or how fast you run. If you’re beating the per- 
son in front of you, if you're getting to the ball 
and making the tackle, then you're okay. 
You've got to be able to move.” 

“I don’t think it has anything to do with 
how you look,” Moorehead said. “I think it’s 
got to do with what you can’t see. | think it’s 
the heart. Everybody's heart is different—no 
matter if you’re 6-5 or 6-1. Depending on 
your heart and what you know you can do 
instead of what you're trying to do.” 
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King said, “You can be short and under- 
sized, but if you've got a whole lot of heart, 
physical quickness, you beat the man in 
front of you and you get to the ball, then 
you'll start.” 

An athlete can run well and be a weight- 
lifting champion off the field, but it takes 
something more to compete in the trenches. 
“Oh yeah, you've got to have a mean streak,” 
Moorehead said. “You've got to be able to 
turn it on and off, and that goes for the 
game. If it’s on all the time, then when you 
get mad you'll get a penalty, and that'll hurt 
your team. You can’t hit him when he hits 
you. You can’t kick him when he kicks you.” 

The majority of the time athletes confine 
their battles to legal methods, but when an 
offensive lineman is up against a faster, 
quicker version of himself, desperation can 
take over. Johnson said, “They'll grab your 
face mask and try to pull you down. The 
main thing they'll do is when you beat them, 
when you're lying on the ground, they'll try 
to twist your ankle or your knee. I've had a 
guy spit in my face.” 

Moorehead said, “It’s personal. (The block- 
er) is thinking ‘I can’t let my man make the 
play. And they get more and more aggressive 
as the game goes along. If you're beating him 
with speed, then he'll jump on the back of 
your legs.” 

Its tempting to respond in kind, dirty play 
for dirty play. But King has a more direct 
method of handling the problem. “When 
you've got a bad guy, you've just got to go 
out and hit him in the mouth on every play. 
I've had guys that played dirty, but if you hit 
him in the mouth enough times he'll eventu- 
ally think ‘I need to leave this boy alone.” 

None of Bama’s three seniors considers 
himself a particular proponent of trash talk, 
but you don't play that close to your oppo- 
nent every down without words being ex- 
changed. “I don’t really talk trash,” King 
said, “but when it gets to a certain point... 
Is all about who’s going to back it up. If 
they're holding me and | get off the block 
and make the play, then I'll tell them ‘That 
don’t matter. Keep holding. It ain't going to 
do nothing but make me stronger.’ There are 
a lot of teams that are all mouth-are always 
talking. It doesn’t matter if you beat them, it 
doesn’t matter what goes on. You can whip 
them, but they're still going to trash-talk 
you.” 

Moorehead has a theory about players who 
talk nonsense. “If you're an athlete and you 
think somebody is better than you, then 
you're going to have something to say to try 
to boost your confidence. ‘Man, you ain't 
nothing. Newspapers talk about y'all, but 
yall ain't nothing.’ They’re trying to boost 


Jarret Johnson has a “fast motor” and makes a 
lot of big plays from his defensive tackle posi- 
tion. Barry Fikes Photo 
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Kenny King is capable of playing outside, but 
gets most of his work as a super-quick nose 


tackle. Barry Fikes Photo 


themselves up to get their minds right to face 
you. I think when athletes are talking trash, 
then they're basically saying the opposite of 
what they really feel.” 

But Moorehead admits to the occasional 
taunt, especially when the occasion calls for 
it. “In last year’s Arkansas game when our of- 
fensive line just broke out, | told their quar- 
terback ‘Man, you might as well quit, be- 
cause yall are in trouble all day.” 


n the football field the warfare be- 
Owes blocker and rusher is about as 

up close and personal as it gets. But 
defensive linemen view the battle differently 
from their offensive counterparts. “As a de- 
fensive lineman I’m really not that worried 
about the blocker,” Johnson said. “I’m look- 
ing past him to the quarterbacks and the 
running backs, because that’s my main 
goal—to tackle them. But his only goal is me. 
After that initial contact and | get off the 
block, I'm through with him. I'm looking for 
the ball. But the whole play all he looks at 
and all he focuses on is me. While I'm trying 
to chase down the guy with the ball, he’s still 
trying to do extra stuff.” 

They doesn’t happen often, because teams 
can’t afford the 15-yard mark-offs. But occa- 
sionally something will happen player-to- 
player that prompts a yellow flag. “I got one 
against LSU last year,” King said. “It was at 
the beginning of the game and he was trying 
to get in my head. Five yards down the field 
and he'd be trying to head-butt me. Me and 
him were over in the corner away from the 
play and he was still trying to head-butt me, 
so I head-butted him back. I got caught.” 

“No matter what happened on the field, 
you get it worse on the sideline,” Moorehead 
said. “Coaches NEVER understand a person- 
al foul. They barely understand five-yard 
penalties, and they never understand a 15.” 

Seasoned veterans usually avoid major 
penalties. But looking for that extra split-sec- 
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ond to get to the football, all linemen jump 
off sides once in awhile. “I'm looking at the 
guy in front of me,” Johnson said. “I’m fo- 
cusing on him,. The first thing I'm looking at 
are his hand and his heels to see how light or 
heavy he is. If his head is up, if his head is 
down or if he’s sitting back on his heels or 
out over his hand. After that you glance at 
the ball and even yourself up. Then you look 
at your guy, keeping the ball in your periph- 
eral vision. But the main thing is he’s going 
to move when the ball moves, so there is no 
point in staring at the ball.” 

“Everybody guesses,” Moorehead said. 
“The offense gets in a flow and they get in a 
certain rhythm. If you pay attention to 
whether the quarterback says the snap count 
real loud, trying to let you hear it, then most 
of the time he’s trying to get you to jump off- 
sides. But if he’s just trying to get the snap 
quickly and get back, then it’s easier to 
judge. I go with the flow of the game.” 

Penalties will always be a part of the game, 
and the three seniors understand that mini- 
mizing them is the key. But a defensive line- 
man doesn’t exist who understands the serial 
holding that passes for legal blocking in 
modern football. “Every play! Every play!” 
was their chorused comment. “Every play 
you get held.” 

“Its ridiculous, and the rules have gotten 
worse,” King said. “Offensive linemen are 
going to hold you regardless. We have rules, 
but when we're out there on the field the of- 
ficials aren't really looking at the O-Line 
holding. If it gets to the point where it’s real- 
ly bad, then they’ll call it. But no matter what 
the rules, they're still going to hold.” 

Johnson said, “It's worse on the inside than 
the outside. Or at least outside they get 
caught more. The main thing they'll do is 
grab the outside of your pads, which is ille- 
gal. But they'll latch on and hold, and offi- 
cials almost never call it. Even when you try 
to spin out of it, they'll just be holding onto 
your pads.” 

Between plays some athletes talk to the of- 
ficials, lobbying for the call. But that can be 
counterproductive. Moorehead said, “The of- 
ficials actually don’t like for you to say any- 
thing. If you complain about holding, then 
you may not get an obvious call later. Or he 
may be watching one guy, because they com- 
plained about him holding, while I'm over 
here getting spun around, and he doesn't see 
it. | think if they had an official on both sides 
they'd catch a lot more.” 

“It’s hard to watch five guys at once,” 
Johnson said. 


aving enjoyed outstanding fan sup- 
He throughout their Tide careers, all 

three seniors appreciate the privilege 
of playing big-time college football. But there 
are a few things they wish the fans under- 
stood better. “Fans don’t understand that we 
run plays on defense, too,” King said. “All 
they see is the result. As the defensive tackle, 
I might have the back side but the offense 
runs it to the front side. Then fans are won- 
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Kindal Moorehead has been injured in his ca- 
reer, but almost everyone sees the all-star poten- 


tial in this defensive end. Barry Fikes Photo 


dering what I’m doing, Or maybe Kindal has 
the d-gap and he stunts inside and then the 
quarterback runs a bootleg and gets outside. 
Everybody is asking ‘What's Moorehead 
doing?’ But it’s not his play. We run the de- 
fense called, and a lot of people don’t under- 
stand.” 

Moorehead talked about a game within the 
game. “I don’t think the fans understand that 
there’s a lot of competition out there among me 
and my teammates (on the defensive line),” he 
said. “It's fun for us, because we're out there 
competing against each other in a positive way. 
If somebody gets a sack, you're like ‘Man, 
Kenny got a sack, so I've got to get one!’ It's 
about competing against each other and chal- 
lenging each other and making us all better.” 

And every player comes in for his share of 
“Monday-morning quarterbacking” from 
fans and media. “I think the main thing fans 
don’t understand is every fan has an opin- 
ion,” Johnson said. “But your opinion 
doesn’t mean anything until you've sat down 
and watched film of that game. If you don't 
know what our assignment is, then you don't 
know what’ going on. You don’t really know 
what happened until you go back, slow 
down the film and watch what happened.” 

Moorehead agreed, “People will give you ad- 
vice. ‘Why don’t you try this?’ They mean 
well, but most of them probably have never 
played football before in their lives, at least 
not at this level. But they have all the answers. 
You'll think you see this, but something total- 
ly different happened. Even the announcer 
will say ‘Kenny King in on the tackle, when 
Kenny wasn’t anywhere near the ball.” 

Johnson concluded, “Even we don't really 
know what happened in the game until we 
watch the film. You'll try to remember the 
play in your head, thinking this is what hap- 
pened, But then you watch it on film and 
none of what you thought happened really 
did. You don’t know anything until you 
watch the film.” 


Alabama Staff Changes: 


There’s A New Man 


by Kirk McNair 


Work being done to make 
sure Franchione is secure 


Ithough the announcement of 

Alabama's extraordinary penalties for 

NCAA violations in its football pro- 
gram included praise for The University’s as- 
sociate athletics director for compliance, it 
was no surprise when Bama Athletics Director 
Mal Moore elected to make a change in that 
position. Marie Robbins was out, promoted to 
senior women’s administrator, and her posi- 
tion was filled by 29-year-old Chris King. 

King comes to Alabama alter nearly four 
years as Assistant Athletic Director for 
Compliance at Central Florida. 

In making the announcement of King’s ap- 
pointment, Moore said, “He is a bright and en- 
ergetic young man who will work hard to con- 
tinue to make adherence to rules and compli- 
ance an issue of vital importance at Alabama.” 

King was complimentary to his predeces- 
sor. He said, “The name ‘Alabama’ certainly 
brings to mind championships and integrity 
and it is one of the top jobs in the country. | 
very much look forward to getting on cam- 
pus and going to work. Based on what 
Marie (Robbins) and Gene (Marsh) have al- 
ready established, there is a strong compli- 
ance system in place. My job will be to 
strengthen what is already established.” 

A 1994 graduate of Robert Morris College 
with a bachelor’s degree in sports administra- 
tion, King received his master’s degree in edu- 
cational leadership and supervision from 
Campbell University in 1997. 

At Central Florida, King was responsible 
for the overall leadership and administration 
of the athletics compliance program and the 
student wellness programs within the depart- 
ment of athletics. King represented UCF ath- 
letics interests at NCAA, A-Sun and institu- 
tional championships. He served under 
Central Florida Athletics Director Steve 
Sloan, the former Alabama athletics director. 
Sloan, a star quarterback at Bama, is now ath- 
letics director at Tennessee-Chattanooga. 

Prior to his stint at UCE King was the director 
of compliance at Liberty University and he also 
worked as a compliance assistant at Campbell 
while working on his master’s degree. 

Robbins held the post for five and a half 
years, and there was never any doubt of her 
zeal for implementing strong compliance 
measures. However, there are coaches—partic- 
ularly in men’s sports—who perceived that she 
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In Compliance 


Chris King came from Central Florida to take over the position of director of compliance in the 
Alabama Athletics Department. He replaced Marie Robbins, Bama’s new senior administrator for 


women’s athletics. 


was not attentive to other important duties of 
the office and that she was not a “team play- 
er.” Of particular concern was Alabama hav- 
ing little help from the compliance office in 
gaining the admission of student-athletes. 

In transferring Robbins from compliance to 
women’s athletics, Moore said, “This is a 
move | have been contemplating since | be- 
came athletics director. Marie is a very capa- 
ble administrator and she will serve the de- 
partment well. As senior women’s administra- 
tor, she will hold one of the highest adminis- 
trative positions within the department.” 

Robbins will have individual sport oversight 
along with responsibilities involving all Tide IX 
and gender equity issues. She will also repre- 
sent Alabama at the SEC and NCAA level in all 
areas related to womens intercollegiate athletics. 

“I am excited about the new responsibili- 
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ties,” Robbins said, “and 1 am appreciative of 
the confidence Coach Moore has in me. | look 
forward to working with the coaches of several 
sports in this new capacity. For me, it will be a 
career move that I have aspired to attain.” 

Robbins recently served as chairwoman of 
the NCAA Committee on Gymnastics. She 
had a distinguished athletics career at 
Alabama as a member of the 1988 national 
gymnastics championship team. 

She is a 1993 graduate of Alabama’s Law 
School and worked in the Southeastern 
Conference office before joining the Alabama 
staff in1996. While working at the SEC of- 
fice, Robbins had responsibilities in compli- 
ance and academic affairs and coordinated 
the National Letter of Intent program. 

It was no surprise that Robbins got a pat on 
the back from Alabama's Faculty Athletics 
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Representative, Gene Marsh. He said, “Marie 
has done a terrific job in compliance, and 1 
think she will do an excellent job as SWA.” 

Robbins replaced Debbie Warren, who re- 
tired last year. 


ile the changes in compliance and 
women’s athletics were the most 
notable completed, Moore also re- 


portedly has been busy working out a new 
contract with Football Coach Dennis 
Franchione. Franchione was hired by Moore 
prior to last football season and given a seven- 
year contract providing Franchione $1.1 mil- 
lion per year. After the 2001 season, Fran- 
chione’s name was mentioned with several 
programs seeking football coaches, including 
Notre Dame. While most of the information 
in those reports was incorrect, it is correct to 
believe that Alabama has one of the nation’s 
most highly-regarded head football coaches. 

Moore, who had earlier moved to extend 
the contracts of Alabama’s head coaches in 
men’s basketball (Mark Gottfried) and base- 
ball Gim Wells), has been in negotiations to 
make sure Franchione has a contract that will 
make Tuscaloosa his final coaching stop. The 
likelihood is that Franchione will emerge 
from these negotiations with a long-term 
contract in which his compensation ap- 
proaches the $2 million per year range. 

Also in the negotiating stage are new con- 
tracts for Women’s Basketball Coach Rick 
Moody and Gymnastics Coach Sarah 
Patterson. 

Moody turned down a $200,000 a year 
offer from Baylor two years ago. He said he 
was assured by Moore that he would be get- 
ting a new contract following the 2001-02 
season. His contract, which paid him 
$155,000 per year, expired at the end of June. 

Patterson, who coached Bama to the nation- 
al championship last year, is considering an 
offer of a five- or six-year extension. She and 
her agent, Leon Ashford, are considering the 
offer. 


oore also had to find a new men’s 
Me=s coach this spring after Bama’s 
Adam Steinberg left the Crimson 

Tide for the prestigious Pepperdine head 
coaching position. Steinberg had recently 
earned a national position in being named 
head coach of the USA Collegiate Summer 
National Team. Alabama has replaced 
Steinberg with another man with a national 
reputation. Billy Pate was recently named 
National Assistant Coach of the Year for his 
work as assistant coach at Notre Dame. 

Moore said that Pate “is one of the up-and- 
coming young coaches around the nation, 
and I can say that our men’s tennis program 
will be in good hands under his guidance.” 

Pate, who has spent the last two seasons as 
an assistant at Notre Dame, is a 1992 gradu- 
ate of Mississippi State. 

“It is exciting for me to return to the 
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Southeastern Conference,” Pate said. 
“Having played in this league, | know the 
level of competition and strength of the ten- 
nis programs and it is certainly an honor to 
coach at Alabama. Adam has done an out- 
standing job of elevating the program and | 
intend to continue that upward movement.” 

Pate’s responsibilities at Notre Dame includ- 
ed serving as recruiting coordinator, on-the- 
court and individual coaching duties, and ad- 
ministrative responsibilities. 

Prior to his stint at Notre Dame, he led 
Georgia Perimeter to the National Junior 
College Athletic Association Division I 
Championships in his final three seasons at 
the school. In his five-year tenure at Georgia 
Perimeter, Pate led his teams to an 87-43 
record while playing over 85 per cent of his 
matches against top four-year programs. 

He was also honored as the National Junior 
College regional coach of the year five times 
(1996-2000) and the Southern Division 
College Coach of the Year in 1998 and 1999, 

He had previously worked with the Atlanta 
Thunder of the World Team Tennis League 
with such players as Martina Navratilova, 
Bjorn Borg, Chanda Rubin, Zina Garrison and 
Ken Flach. 

While playing professionally in USTA satellite 
tournaments, Pate was the top-ranked player in 
1995 and 1996 in the South region men’s open 
doubles rankings. In 1997 and 1999, he was 
honored as the Georgia Professional Tennis 
Association male player of the year. 

The Starkville, Mississippi, native helped 
Mississippi State reach the SEC champi- 
onship match as a senior in 1991. During his 
collegiate playing days, he helped the 
Bulldogs break into the national top-15 rank- 
ings for the first time in 20 years. 

In five seasons at Alabama, Steinberg di- 
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rected the Crimson Tide to an overall dual 
match record of 69-57 (.548). Bama was 
ranked in the national Top 20 three of the 
last four years and advanced to the NCAA 
tourney four times during Steinberg’s tenure. 


hile the contract work is on-going 
with Coach Fran, Moore has signed 
Women’s Track and Field Coach 


Sandy Fowler to a three-year extension of her 
contract. Fowler, who just completed her third 
season, will continue in her post through the 
2005 season under the terms of the new pact. 

Moore said, “I appreciate very much Coach 
Fowler's efforts in handling her team. She has 
always impressed me with her expectations 
of her team. | am sure in future years we will 
have outstanding results. | am proud that she 
is our coach and proud of her staff.” 

Fowler said. “We are in the midst of 
building an elite level program here at 
Alabama and the support of the Coach 
Moore and the entire athletics department 
has been outstanding at every turn.” 

In the season before Fowler joined the 
Crimson Tide, Alabama finished last at the 
SEC Outdoor Championships. By her sec- 
ond season Alabama was up to seventh and 
last year the Tide posted its first top-half fin- 
ish since the 1994 season. On the national 
scene, before Fowler came to Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama hadn't posted a top-20 finish since 
1994. In 2000, the Tide finished 13th at the 
NCAA Outdoor Championships. Under her 
guidance, Alabama athletes have brought 
home a dozen All-American honors. 

Assistant coaches Caryl Smith and Steve 
Keith will also return. Smith, in her third sea- 
son with the Tide, coaches sprinters and hori- 
zontal jumpers. Keith is finishing his first 
year as Alabama’ distance coach, 
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Late Signees: 


Winston Reported 
Cleared For 2002-03 


by Kirk McNair 


Women’s basketball, 
baseball among others 
adding signees in spring 


he big news of the spring recruiting pe- 

riod was basketball star Kennedy 

Winston of Mobile receiving a release 
from California, where he had signed last win- 
ter, and accepting a scholarship to attend 
Alabama this fall. However, that was just part 
of the task for Bama Head Coach Mark 
Gottfried and for Winston. In order for 
Winston to be eligible at Alabama as a fresh- 
man he had to be cleared by the National 
Letter of Intent steering committee (NLI). 

A player who signs with a school and then 
elects to attend another school can be banned 
from game participation for two years. A play- 
er who receives a release from that school 
must be held out of competition for one year 
unless the NLI grants immediate eligibility. 

The NLI has given Winston that eligibility. 
Many Alabama fans were pessimistic about the 
chances of a successful appeal because those 
fans are under the impression that the 
National Letter of Intent is administered by the 
NCAA, which has a history of appointing less- 
than-the-most-competent to its committees. 
However, the National Letter of Intent pro- 
gram is actually administered by the National 
Collegiate Athletic Directors Association. The 
NCADA has a history of making the right de- 
cisions, of not penalizing student-athletes. 

Winston, a Parade All-America and Mr. 
Basketball in Alabama last year by the Alabama 
Sports Writers Association, has spent the sum- 
mer in Tuscaloosa taking classes and partici- 
pating in the volunteer summer workout pro- 
gram...including nearly-daily intrasquad 
games. His new teammates report he will be a 
valuable addition to the Crimson Tide this 
year, perhaps replacing departed star Rod 
Grizzard. 

Grizzard made himself eligible for the NBA 
draft, electing to forego his senior season with 
the Crimson Tide. Despite suffering a knee in- 
jury that kept him out of NBA pre-draft work- 
outs, Grizzard was drafted by the Washington 
Wizards. 


Kennedy Winston, the top high school basket- 
ball player in Alabama last year, is in Tuscaloosa 
participating in off-season work and preparing 
for the upcoming season with the Tide. 

Barry Fikes Photo 


Winston had appealed his eligibility status 
based on the illness of his mother. He said that 
he wanted to be closer to home. California 
Coach Ben Braun agreed with that desire in 
granting Winston his release. 

As a senior at Blount High School, the 6-7 
Winston averaged 25.3 points, 8.6 rebounds 
and 6.3 assists per game. As a junior, he led 
Blounts charge to the Class 5A state champi- 
onship. 

With Winston on scholarship, and even with 
the departure of Grizzard, Alabama is one over 
the scholarship limit of 13 for men’s basket- 
ball. Gottfried has said the matter would work 
itself out. 

There have been unsubstantiated reports that 
guard Travis Stinnett would return to the 
Alabama basketball team this season as a grad- 
uate assistant coach, rather than as a scholar- 
shipped player, which would bring Bama to 
the 13-man limit. Stinnett, who graduated in 
May and intends to enter graduate school this 
fall, is the only potential Bama player not par- 
ticipating in summer workouts and games. 

Grizzard was a second team All-Southeast- 
ern Conference performer for Bama’s SEC 
championship team last season. He averaged 
14.9 points per game in his three-year career, 
including 17.0 points per game (second best in 
the SEC) as a sophomore. 

While the loss of Grizzard is not to be mini- 
mized, on balance it was a good spring/sum- 
mer for the men’s basketball program. In addi- 
tion to the acquisition of Winston, strong for- 
ward Erwin Dudley, the SEC Player of the Year 
last season, elected to return to Bama for his 
senior season. 

Winston joins a signing class that also in- 
cludes 6-9 forward Evan Brock, 6-8 forward 
Chuck Davis, and 6-5 wing player Emmett 
Thomas. 


omen’s Basketball Coach Rick 

Moody added two players in the 

spring signing period. New mem- 
bers of the Tide are Lauren Hill, a 6-0 wing 
player, and Dee Merriweather, a 6-4 center. 

Hill, who hails from New Orleans, was a 
prep standout for De La Salle High School. She 
was named to the Louisiana All-State team and 
was named Most Valuable Player in the district 
the past two years and in the New Orleans 
Catholic League as a senior. She averaged 26.8 
points and 11.0 rebounds a game as a prep se- 
nior and is also ranked fifth in her graduating 
class with a 4.3 grade point average. 

Moody said, “She is a very athletic, strong 
and skilled player. 1 have no doubt that she 
possesses the ability to make an immediate im- 
pact for us. In addition to her solid work on 
the court, Lauren is also a tremendously strong 
worker in the classroom. She is the type of 
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well-rounded student-athlete that we are look- 
ing for at The University of Alabama.” 

Merriweather was a four-year letterwinner at 
Hanceville High School. She was named the 
state’s 3A Player of the Year in 2001. She 
helped guide Hanceville to the state champi- 
onship her senior season, finishing her career 
with 24 points, 30 rebounds and five blocked 
shots in the championship game. She averaged 
22 points, 16 rebounds and 5 blocked shots 
per game as a senior. 

“We are ecstatic to be adding a player with 
Dee’ abilities,” said Moody. “There is no ques- 
tion that we need to add some size, athleti- 
cism, rebounding and shot blocking to our 
front line and Dee fills all of those needs. She 
adds a different dimension to our team. We're 
not only excited about the immediate impact 
she’s going to make, but also in her potential 
for improvement. She is going to be exciting to 
watch as she develops.” 

A two-time all-state selection and 
Birmingham News Player of the Year, 
Merriweather signed with the University of 
Illinois-Chicago out of high school but 
never played for the Flames. She spent last 
year at home working and taking several 
classes at Wallace-Hanceville Junior College. 
She will have four years of eligibility for the 
Crimson Tide. 

They join early signees Kate Mastin and 
Angela Prosperi as members of Alabama's 2002 
recruiting class. 


tseems the recruiting job of a college base- 

ball coach is never done. Bama Coach Jim 

Wells knew he had to have at least one 
catcher in this year's signing class, owing to 
the graduation of star Jeremy Brown. Wells 
signed and he signed, but his catchers were 
too good, They were selected in this spring's 
Major League Draft and signed professional 
baseball contracts. 

Fortunately for Alabama and for Wells, a 
transfer appears to be coming to the rescue. 
When Troy State’s head baseball coach was 
fired following this season (replaced, inciden- 
tally, by former Tide pitching star Bobby 
Pierce, who had been at Alabama-Huntsville), 
the Trojans’ star catcher, Wade Miller, an- 
nounced he would transfer to Alabama. 

Miller, a two-year starter, was the Trojans’ 
leading hitter with a .386 average. He led the 
team in hits (80) runs batted in (51), on-base 
percentage (.454), and total bases (124). He 
had a slugging percentage of .599 and 17 dou- 
bles. 

He will have two years of eligibility remain- 
ing. 

Alabama had previously signed Brian 
McCann of Duluth (Georgia) High School, 
considered the best prep catcher in the nation, 
and first team junior college All-America 
catcher C.J. Medlin of Tulsa and Seminole 
State Junior College. However, both elected to 
turn professional. 

In addition to Miller (who cannot be an- 
nounced as a signee by The University until he 
enters Alabama in August), Bama has other 
spring signees. They are first baseman Jason 
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Wade Miller, an outstanding catcher at Troy 
State University the past two seasons, has an- 
nounced he is transferring to Alabama for his 
final two years of eligibility. 

Troy State University Photo 


Meiners and right-handed pitcher Seth 
Johnson. 

Meiners, 6-0, 200, played the last two sea- 
sons at Delgado Community College in New 
Orleans for Coach Joe Schuermann. In two 
seasons at Delgado, Meiners started 89 games 
and batted .383 (106-for-277) with five home 
runs and 62 RBI. In addition, he added 71 
runs scored, 24 doubles, three triples, 51 
walks, 11 sacrifice flies and eight stolen bases. 
As a sophomore, Meiners was the second-lead- 
ing hitter with a .394 average (67-for-170) 
with four home runs and 41 RBI. He fell one 
hit shy of the .400 mark in his final season at 
Delgado. This spring he had 46 runs scored, 
14 doubles, one triple, 32 walks, eight sacrifice 
flies and four stolen bases. He was a third-team 
junior college All-America. 

A native of Baton Rouge, Meiners prepped at 
University High School, where he was a two- 
time all-state selection for Coach Burke 
Broussard, a former LSU second baseman. At 
University High, Meiners was batting champi- 
on and all-district four years in a row (1996- 
99). Meiners signed with LSU out of high 
school, but transferred to Delgado following a 
redshirt season in 2000. 
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His parents, Vaughn and Valerie Meiners, 
are both LSU graduates, and his father was a 
two-year baseball letterman for the Tigers. He 
was a first-team All-SEC outfielder on the 
Tigers 1975 SEC Championship team. 

Johnson, 6-1, 205, was a two-year starter at 
Dixie State College in St. George, Utah, under 
Coach Mike Littlewood. In two years at Dixie 
State College, Johnson appeared in 32 games, 
making 18 starts, and compiled a 18-3 (.857) 
record and 2.16 ERA. 

A member of two Scenic West Athletic 
Conference championship teams, Johnson also 
added eight complete games, four shutouts 
and five saves. Johnson logged 125 career in- 
nings and allowed 96 hits, 45 runs, 30 earned 
runs, 36 walks and had 138 strikeouts. 

His junior college career was spread out 
over four years (1999-2002) as he served a 
two-year Morman mission (2000-01) in The 
Netherlands between his freshman and sopho- 
more years. 

As a sophomore (2002), Johnson was the ace 
of the staff, compiling an 11-3 (.786) record 
and 1.49 ERA. Johnson worked 84 innings 
and allowed 63 hits, 25 runs, 14 earned runs, 
20 walks and had 94 strikeouts. In addition, 
he added six complete games, four shutouts 
and one save. 

As a freshman (1999), the right-hander post- 
ed a 7-0 record and 3.57 ERA. In 16 appear- 
ances (four starts), Johnson worked 40 innings 
and allowed 33 hits, 20 runs, 16 earned runs, 
16 walks and had 54 strikeouts. He added two 
complete games and four saves. 

A native of Sandy City, Utah, Johnson was a 
three-year letterman at Alta High School for 
Coach Mike MeNarry. In his three-year career 
he fashioned a 64-7 (.901) record in high 
school and American Legion play. Including 
his junior college mark, Johnson has compiled 
an 82-10 (.841) record. 


ther sports also announced a few late 
signings in the spring recruiting period 
for winter and spring sports. 

The men’s track and field team of Coach 
Harvey Glance picked up distance runners 
from near and far. Late spring signees included 
Peter Etoot from Nakuru, Kenya, and Blair 
Davis of Birmingham. 

Etoot has a background in distance races, 
competing primarily in the 800- and 1,500- 
meter events. He set school and district 
records in both events and was named his 
school’s male athlete of the year four consecu- 
tive years. 

Davis was a two-time all-state selection and 
helped Mountain Brook High School to back- 
to-back state titles. 

Women’s Golf Coach Betty Palmer an- 
nounced the signing of Carina Sorensen. 
Sorensen, a native of Norrahammar, Sweden, is 
no stranger to The Capstone or the women’s 
golf program as both her older sisters have at- 
tended The University. Sister Linda was a four- 
year letterwinner for the Tide and spent this 
past season as a volunteer assistant coach for 
Bama. Sister, Anna will graduate from Alabama 
this summer. Linda was also a three-time 
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Academic All-SEC selection and two-time All- 
SEC honoree. 

Sorensen was a standout for Erik Dahlberg 
High School, She is one of the team’s top play- 
ers and owns an even-par 72 as her personal 
low round. 

In volleyball, Coach Judy Green has signed 
Denzée Ezerins, a 6-1 outside hitter from Long 
Beach, California. Ezerins has been at Irvine 
Valley College. 

A two-year letterwinner at Irvine, Ezerins fin- 
ished her career with several school records in- 
cluding a 5.04 kills per game average, 30 kills in 
one match and 50 service aces in one season. 
She was a prep standout for Huntington Beach 
High School helping lead squad to state cham- 
pionship. An all-state and all-league selection, 
Ezerins began her collegiate career at Pacific, 
where she redshirted as a freshman on an 
NCAA Final Four participant squad in 1999, 

Also on the recruiting front, according to 
Student Sports magazine, the Alabama softball 
program landed the number eight recruiting 
class in the country for the 2003 season. 

“We're honored that Student Sports considers 
this threesome one of the Top 10 classes in the 
country,” said Alabama Coach Patrick Murphy. 
He noted that the quality of the signees had to 
be high for such a high rating. 

The Tide's class of pitcher Stephanie 
VanBrakle (Pennsylvania), and infielders 
Dominique Accetturo (Florida) and Staci 


7. Michigan, 8. Alabama, 9. Tennessee, and 10. 
Northwestern. 

Signees in a number of sports were an- 
nounced earlier. 


Ramsey (Texas) is one of the smallest recruiting 
classes in Alabama softball history. 

The top ten was 1. UCLA, 2. Arizona, 3. 
Oklahoma, 4. Washington, 5. LSU, 6. Stanford, 
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Baseball Wrap-Up: 
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‘Tt Was A Very Good Year For Bama 


by Peter Edmund 


SEC Tournament champs 
led by All-America Brown 


here was disappointment when 
“TL aishans was eliminated from the 

NCAA Baseball Tournament in a 
Regional at Sewell-Thomas Stadium in 
Tuscaloosa, but the 2002 Crimson Tide cam- 
paign was one of the best in storied Bama 
history. Alabama had a 51-15 overall record 
and was 20-10 in Southeastern Conference 
play en route to the Tide’s 10th SEC Western 
Division Championship and sixth SEC 
Tournament title. 

Alabama also set numerous school records 
and racked up several post-season honors 
and awards. Head Coach Jim Wells was 
named the 2002 SEC Coach of the Year by 
his peers, after leading the Crimson Tide to 
its fourth 50-win season and seventh NCAA 
Regional appearance. 

Wells is one of five Tide coaches to earn 
SEC “Coach of the Year” honors. He joins 
Tilden “Happy” Campbell as the only 
Alabama coach to earn SEC “Coach of the 
Year” honors more than once. Campbell was 
a nine-time winner and Wells was honored 
for the second time. The Alabama skipper 
was also named the SEC Coach of the Year 
in 1996. In 1997, he was named National 
Coach of the Year by Baseball America, and 
in 1999, he was named the South Region 
Coach of the Year by the American Baseball 
Coaches Association. 

Picked to finish fourth in the SEC Western 
Division by most preseason publications, 
Alabama won seven SEC series, including 
five sweeps, to earn the division title. 
Alabama swept Tennessee, Florida, 
Kentucky, Auburn and Mississippi State dur- 
ing the regular season. In addition, Bama 
won four or more games against Florida (5- 
1), Tennessee (4-0), Auburn (4-0) and 
Mississippi State (4-0), marking the first 
time in school history the Crimson Tide had 
beaten four different SEC teams at least four 
times in the same year. 

Including the post-season and a neutral 
site game with Tennessee, Alabama posted a 
26-11 (.703) record against SEC teams this 
past season, an impressive statistic in the na- 
tion’s toughest baseball league. 

“We had a great year and I am very proud 
of what this team was able to accomplish,” 
Wells said. “It was disappointing to end the 
season the way we did, but that certainly 
does not take away from the many accom- 
plishments. We had a veteran team and 
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those guys were the reason for our success,” 

Alabama's 51 wins are the third-most in 
school history and all four 50-win seasons 
have come under coach Wells. Only the 
1997 (56) and 1999 (53) Tide teams won 
more games than the 2002 edition. 

In addition, Alabama had a 44-12 overall 
record, tying the 1997 squad for most regu- 
lar season wins. The 1997 team, which fin- 
ished runner up to LSU at the College World 
Series, posted a 44-11 record during the reg- 
ular season. Only six Alabama teams have 
won 40 regular season games, with five 
coming in the Wells era. The only other Tide 
team to win 40 regular season games was 
the 1981 team (41-15-1). 

With a 20-10 SEC record, the 2002 squad 
is the fourth team in school history to win 
20 or more SEC games. All of the previous 
20-win SEC seasons have come in the Wells 
era (1996, 1997 and 1999). The 1999 team 
holds the school record with 21 SEC wins. 

Alabama won its sixth SEC Tournament 
title with a 6-2 win over South Carolina. 
Alabama posted a 4-1 record in the four-day 
tourney to capture its fifth title under Wells. 
Alabama has won SEC Tourney crowns in 
1983, 1995, 1996, 1997, 1999 and 2002. 
Bama has never lost an SEC Tournament 
championship game. 

Crimson Tide first baseman Brent Boyd 
was named the SEC Tournament’s Most 
Valuable Player. In five games, Boyd batted 
500 (10-for-20) with eight runs, two dou- 
bles, one home run and three RBI. He hit 
safely in all five tourney games. 

Second baseman Peter Stonard also made 
the All-Tournament Team, compiling a .400 
(10-for-25) average with one home run and 
six RBI in five games. Stonard also added 
five runs and three doubles. Stonard was 
15th in batting and ranked second in dou- 
bles (3), third in total hits (10), third in RBI 
(6) and third in total bases (16). 

For the year, Stonard batted .411, best ever 
by a Tide sophomore, second best in Bama 
history, and the fifth Tider to hit over .400. 

Sophomore shortstop Adam Pavkovich 
led all SEC hitters with four doubles at the 
SEC Tournament. 

Left-handed pitcher Jeffrey Norris was 
also named to the All-Tournament team, 
earning a win and save in two appearances. 
Norris worked 9 2/3 innings and allowed 
two runs and 10 hits, while adding five 
strikeouts. In addition to his complete- 
game victory over South Carolina for the 
title, Norris earned a one-pitch save in the 
Tide’s 11-8 win over Florida, a game-ending 
double play with the bases loaded. 

The Crimson Tide’s 6-2 win over South 
Carolina in the championship game was the 
fifth tourney title for Wells. He is one of 
three coaches to win four or more SEC 
Tournament championships. Former LSU 
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Coach Skip Bertman leads the pack with six 
titles, followed by Wells and Mississippi 
State Coach Ron Polk (4). 

Pitcher Taylor Tankersley, a native of 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, was named 2002 
Freshman All-America by Baseball America 
and by Collegiate Baseball and was a third- 
team All-America selection. 

Tankersley appeared in 25 games this sea- 
son and compiled an 8-5 record with seven 
saves and a 2.62 ERA. He had an SEC 
Tournament win over Mississippi State. He 
worked 68 2/3 innings and allowed 20 
earned runs and 55 hits, while holding the 
opposition to a .224 batting average. In ad- 
dition, Tankersley added 65 strikeouts and 
walked only 20 batters. He also allowed 
only 10 extra base hits all season. 

The eight wins this season tied the single- 
season school record for freshmen. Tankers- 
ley tied the school record also held by B,J. 
Green (1998) and Scott Murphy (1999). 


he highlight of the season was senior 

| catcher Jeremy Brown winning the 

2002 Johnny Bench Award, presented 

by the Greater Wichita (Kansas) Area Sports 
Commission to the nation’s best catcher. 

Brown edged out Southern California ju- 
nior Alberto Concepcion and Houston ju- 
nior Chris Snyder to win the 2002 award, 
presented annually to college baseball's top 
catcher. 

It is the highest honor presented to an 
Alabama baseball player since David 
Magadan was presented the 1983 Golden 
Spikes Award, presented annually to the best 
player in college baseball. The Golden Spikes 
Award is the baseball equivalent to the 
Heisman Trophy. 

Bench, a Baseball Hall of Famer, presented 
the award. Bench was the catcher for the 
Cincinnati Reds back-to-back World Series 
championship teams in 1975 and 1976. 

Brown made only one error for Alabama in 
his final 119 games at The Capstone. He set 
the Tide single-season record with a 1.000 
fielding percentage in 2001 and made only 
one error this year, compiling a .998 fielding 
clip. He also was second in the SEC with 
seven pickoffs and ranked among the league 
leaders by throwing out 43 percent of his at- 
tempted base stealers. 

Brown concluded his Tide career as the all- 
time leader for games played (251), games 
started (251), runs scored (244), walks (207) 
and put-outs (1,660). He is the only player 
in SEC history with 300 career hits (307) and 
200 career walks (207). 

In addition, Brown was named second team 
All-America by the National Collegiate 
Baseball Writer's Association and was an All- 
SEC pick for the second consecutive year. He 
was also the District III Player of the Year and 
a finalist for the 2002 Dick Howser Trophy. 
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rown was one of five seniors who 
Brew the Tide to its 51-win season. 

After a 32-23 overall record in 2001, 
Bama made a 19-game improvement. 

The other seniors were Brent Boyd, Lance 
Cormier, Scott McClanahan and Shane 
Sanders. 

Boyd appeared in 243 games in his 
Alabama career, making 235 starts. The Ft. 
Worth, Texas, native started at six different 
positions for Alabama, including left field 
(1), shortstop (1), DH (8), third base (98), 
second base (101) and first base (25). Boyd 
compiled a .326 (314-for-964) career batting 
average with 38 home runs and 196 RBI. He 
also amassed 499 career total bases for a .518 
slugging percentage. Boyd is one of four Tide 
players with 300 or more career hits. 

Boyd holds Alabama records for career at- 
bats (964) and sacrifice flies (14). In addi- 
tion to his career school records, Boyd ranks 
among the Crimson Tide's career leaders in 
several categories. Boyd is third in games 
played (243), second in runs scored (233), 
second in hits (314), tied for second in dou- 
bles (63), seventh in home runs (38), fourth 
in RBI (196), fifth in total bases (499) and 
fifth in career assists (454). 

Cormier ranks among the best pitchers in 
Crimson Tide history, leaving The Capstone 
with four career records. The Lafayette, 
Louisiana, native appeared in 87 games in his 
four-year career (42 starts) and compiled a 
31-16 (.660) record with 17 saves and a 3.98 
ERA. He logged 384 2/3 innings and allowed 
393 hits, 196 runs (170 earned), 151 walks 
and turned in 289 strikeouts. Cormier also 
added 12 complete games and was a part of 
four career shutouts. He began his career as 
a closer and set the Tide freshman record 
with 11 saves in 1999. The 11 saves also led 
the SEC. After two years in the bullpen, 
Cormier became a weekend starter in 2001 
and fashioned a 9-5 record and an SEC-lead- 
ing 2.30 ERA as a junior. Over his final two 
seasons, Cormier was 20-8 (.714) on the 
mound, winning almost one-quarter of the 
Tide's games in 2000-01. 

Cormier holds four career school records 
at Alabama, including appearances (87), wins 
(31), innings pitched (384 2/3) and strike- 
outs (289). As a senior, Cormier set the sin- 
gle-season record with 129 innings pitched. 
Cormier also holds the Alabama freshman 
record for saves (11) in 1999. 

In addition to his numerous school records, 
Cormier also ranks among the all-time lead- 
ers in several categories. He ranks second all- 
time with 42 career starts, while his 17 starts 
in 2002 is the sixth-most in a season. He fin- 
ished seventh all-time with 12 career com- 
plete games. As a senior, Cormier became 
the 16th 10-game winner in school history. 
He finished with 11 wins this season, tying 
for third-place on the single-season list. He 
also finished third all-time with 17 saves, 
missing the school record by two. 

McClanahan appeared in 227 games in 
his Alabama career, making 189 starts for 
the Tide. The bulk of his starts came in cen- 
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The highlight of Alabama post-season baseball honors was Crimson Tide senior catcher Jeremy Brown 


winning the Johnny Bench Award, given to the nation’s top college catcher. 


ter field (149), but he also started games in 
left field (12) and right field (28). He 
wrapped up his career by starting 125 con- 
secutive games in center field. He batted 
.312 (238-for-763) in his four-year career 
with 24 home runs and 129 RBI. He also 
added 188 runs and 56 stolen bases, to rank 
among the all-time leaders. McClanahan 
also holds the Alabama career record with 
22 career outfield assists. He led the SEC 
with eight outfield assists in 2000 and 2002. 
The eight outfield assists rank second in the 
Tide single-season charts. 

Sanders played two years for the Crimson 
Tide after transferring from Wallace State 
Community College in Hanceville. The 
right-hander appeared in 34 games, making 
17 starts, and compiled an 11-6 record and 
3.96 ERA. Sanders logged 125 innings and 
allowed 143 hits, 72 runs (55 earned), 46 
walks and had 86 strikeouts. As a junior, he 
appeared in 15 games, with 14 games out of 
the bullpen. As a senior, he was used as the 
number three starter in the SEC rotation and 
was second on the team with 16 starts 
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our of the five seniors were drafted 
F after the 2002 season and are currently 
playing professional baseball. 

Brown was a first-round draft pick by the 
Oakland Athletics (35th overall pick) and 
was assigned to the Vancouver Canadians in 
the short-season Northwest League. After 
two weeks of play, he was promoted to the 
Visalia (California) Oaks of the Class A 
California League, where he homered in his 
first game at the Class A level. 

Brown was just the third player in Alabama 
history to be selected in the first round of the 
baseball draft, joining Kenny “Snake” Stabler 
(1966) and Joe Vitiello (1991). 

Cormier was a fourth-round draft pick of 
the defending World Series champion 
Arizona Diamondbacks and is currently 
pitching for the Yakima (Washington) Bears 
in the Northwest League. McClanahan was 
taken in the 11th round by the New York 
Yankees and is currently playing in the short 
season New York-Penn League for the Staten 
Island Yankees. Sanders was taken in the 
49th round by the Tampa Bay Devil Rays. 
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Alabama Off To Another Fast Start 


by Freddie Kirby 


Tide has seven committed 
and is working top players 
to fill out recruiting needs 


here are various factors in develop- 
| ing a football team, one of the most 
important being recruiting. There 
are various steps in this critical process. 
There is identification and evaluation of 
prospects, the enticement of those 
prospects to campus for camps and for un- 
official and official visits, and finally win- 
ning the battle for the signature in 
February. Although there is a theory that a 
recruiting class can’t be judged until several 
years into the college experience, Alabama 
coaches were able to get some validation of 
their 2001 evaluations by the success of 
their signees in the Alabama-Mississippi 
All-Star Game, young men like Kenneth 
Darby and Kyle Tatum. Earlier they had 
been able to see results of their first recruit- 
ing class, a year in the program for the likes 
of Brodie Croyle and Freddie Roach. 

This staff has also shown the ability to 
identify less highly-regarded prospects—as 
judged by the self-proclaimed “recruiting ex- 
perts.” Early results indicate that such lesser- 
known prospects such as Mark Anderson, 
Charlie Peprah, Roman Harper, Anthony 
Madison, Todd Bates, Juke King, and Clint 
Johnston will be excellent college players. 

In many college camps the recruiting 
process does not show results until late in 
the fall or even until January or February, 
the final stretch of the “recruiting season.” 
At Alabama under Coach Dennis 
Franchione there is much earlier activity. 
As in his first year at Bama, Franchione and 
his staff are off to a fast recruiting start. 
Alabama already has seven publicly com- 
mitted prospects. Signing day is not until 
next February 5, but even though a com- 
mitment is not binding, most players stick 
to their original decisions. 

The latest two players to announce for 
Alabama are highly-regarded linemen from 
surrounding states, Travis West, an offen- 
sive tackle from Northeast Jones High 
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School in Laurel, Mississippi, and Andraus 
Grace, a defensive tackle from Fort Meade, 
Florida. 

Previously it had been announced that 
Bama had commitments from D.jJ. 
Chambers, a 6-0, 180-pound athlete from 
Highland Home; Chris Felder, a 5-11, 170- 
pound athlete from Thomasville; Mario 
Lane, a 6-5, 240-pound tight end/defensive 
end from Montgomery Carver; Justin 
Moon, a 6-6, 290-pound offensive lineman’ 
from Guntersville; and Eric Packer, a 5-9, 
184-pound running back from Camden 
Wilcox-Central. 

West, 6-4, 275, has a 5.2 time in the 40- 
yard dash and a 24-inch vertical jump. His 
coach, Randy Martin, said, “He is a strong- 
side offensive tackle who has the ability to 
pull or dominate his man. He has very 
quick feet and is definitely not passive. He 
is the kind of offensive lineman every 
coach wants.” He was all-county and all- 
district as a junior. West is also an excellent 
student. He has taken advanced courses 
and has a 4.3 grade point average. He made 
23 on the ACT as a junior. A hard worker, 
he started his off-season conditioning at 5 
a.m. in order to have a summer job that 
began at 7 a.m. His coach said he has a 
bench press of 385 pounds, a squat of 550, 
and a power clean of 320. He selected Bama 
over Ole Miss, Mississippi State, Southern 
Miss, West Virginia, and Marshall. 

Grace, 6-2, 292, has been clocked at 5.0 
in the 40 and has a 25-inch vertical jump. 
He is described as a “powerfully-built” de- 
fensive tackle who “stays well-balanced and 
fires off under complete control. He is very 
hard to move in the middle and usually dis- 
rupts the running game.” Grace has helped 
Fort Meade High School to three consecu- 
tive state Class A runner-up finishes. Last 
year he had 91 tackles and four sacks. He 
also played offensive guard and graded 80 
per cent with over 100 “pancakes.” He 
bench presses over 375 and squats over 
500. Grace, who is known as “Cujo,” 
picked Alabama over LSU and the Big 
Three in Florida—Florida, FSU and Miami. 
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If you are a subscriber to BAMA, it is 
important that you read and respond to 
the information on Page 3 of this issue. 
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In late July, Student Sports rated Alabama's 
early commitment list as sixth strongest in 
the nation. Texas A&M and Texas were 
one-two. Among SEC schools, LSU was 
third and Arkansas 10th. 


nly the Alabama coaching staff 
OO} for sure what its recruiting 

goals are for the upcoming year, 
and circumstances could alter the plan. 
Still, an educated guess can be made both 
at what Alabama will be looking for in the 
upcoming recruiting season and what 
prospects might fill those slots. Here is 
such a guess: 

Quarterback (1 to be signed): In the eyes 
of many Alabama fans, the Tide had a set- 
back at quarterback when Matt Flynn 
(Tyler, Texas, Lee) committed to LSU and 
Roger Heinz (Tallahassee, Florida, North 
Florida Christian) announced for North 
Carolina. However, the number one target 
for Alabama is still JaMarcus Russell 
(Mobile Williamson). Other possibilities 
include Kelcy Luke (Phenix City Central), 
Clay Harrelson (Alex City Benjamin 
Russell), Jake Ball (Hokes Bluff), Cole 
Peace (Cedar Bluff), Omar Connor (Macon, 
Mississippi, Noxubee County)and Brett 
Hicks (Bandera, Texas). 

Runningback/Fullback (3): Heading this 
list is all-everything tailback, Tim Castille 
(Birmingham Briarwood Christian). The 
son of former Tide star Jeremiah Castille 
has a chance to break numerous state 
records for yardage his senior year. Joining 
him on the runningback list is present 
Alabama commitment Eric Packer 
(Camden Wilcox Central). Other running- 
backs who have been mentioned in connec- 
tion with the Tide include Charles Burnley 
(Valencia, California), Terry Arnold 
(Tallahassee, Florida, Lincoln), Richuel 
Massey (Hillsboro, Texas), Michael Turner 
(Fort Worth, Texas, Dunbar), and James 
Johnson (Port Arthur, Texas, Memorial). At 
fullback, the primary name is LeRon 
McClain (Northport Tuscaloosa County). 

Wide Receiver (4): Heading the list is 
Chad Jackson (Birmingham Hoover), per- 
haps the top prospect in Alabama regard- 
less of position. Others are Jayson Swain 
(Huntsville Grissom), William Roach 
(Killen Brooks, the brother of Tider 
Freddie) Tyrone Prothro (Heflin Cleburne 
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County) and D.J. Chambers (Highland 
Home), who plays quarterback and is al- 
ready committed to the Tide. Other possi- 
bilities include Jai Miller (Selma), Cole 
Seifrig (Lincoln City, Indiana, Heritage 
Hills), Ernest Mason (Fort Worth, Texas, 
Dunbar), and Willie Hordge (Houston, 
Texas, Forest Brook). 

Tight End (0-1): Mario Lane 
(Montgomery Carver) is already committed 
and could play tight end or defensive end. 
Others who are under consideration are 
Greer Barnett (Birmingham Mountain 
Brook), Coleman Watson (Atlanta, 
Georgia, North Springs), Dezmond Sherrod 
(Caledonia, Mississippi), and Kyle 
Ingraham (San Antonio, Texas, Clark) who 
stands 6-8 and was a teammate of present 
Alabama offensive lineman, J. B. Closner. 

Offensive Line (3-4): After signing just 
one offensive lineman last year (Grant 
Dickey), this is a position where numbers 
must be increased. Two young men, Justin 
Moon of Guntersville and Travis West of 
Laurel, Mississippi, have already commit- 
ted. Highly-touted in-state prospect, Aaron 
Sears (Russellville) would rank on the hit 
list, but he has Auburn in his family back- 
ground. Charleston Gray (Fort Worth, 
Texas, Dunbar) has been linked with the 
Tide. 

Defensive Tackle (3): This is a focal posi- 
tion because of graduation losses in the 
front wall. Andraus Grace of Fort Meade, 
Florida, has already committed. Dominic 
Lee (Birmingham Huffman) and Michael 
Hill (Smiths Station) appear to be targets. 
Other prospects include Tony Lester 
QJacksonville, Florida, Ribault), Delaine 
Means (Avondale, Georgia), Steven Jones 
(Brentwood, Tennessee), Steven Coleman 
(Dallas, Texas, Skyline),and Xavier 
Kennedy-Lawson (Duncanville, Texas). 
There are three from John Curtis High 
School in River Ridge, Louisiana (Ryan 
Watson, Jarred Carter, Carnell Stewart), 
plus four in Mississippi Johnny Daniels 
(Vicksburg), Sean Merrill (D'Iberville), 
Corey Clark (Collins), and Devrick 
Hampton (Greenville Weston). 


Defensive End (1-2): Although this posi- 
tion is not high priority, any school would 
like to land Lloyd Blevins (Birmingham 
Wenonah). Other in-state defensive ends 
include Tez Doolittle (Opelika) and 
Marquies Gunn (Alexander City Benjamin 
Russell). Out-of-state prospects include one 
particularly notable name, Dwight 
Stephenson, Jr., the son of the all-time great 
Alabama center. He is at Pope John Paul II 
High School in Boca Raton, Florida. Others 
include Alex Boston (Bartow, Florida), 
Richard Thom (Gainesville, Georgia, 
Johnson), Dominic Cooper (New Orleans, 
Louisiana, O. P Walker), Quenton Groves 
(Greenville, Mississippi, Weston), and 
Steven Halderman (Brownsboro, Texas). 

Linebacker (2-3): There are four high 
quality players who consistently get men- 
tioned with Bama. They are: Mitchell 
Thomas (Smiths Station), Terrence Jones 
(Tuscaloosa County), Michael Jamar 
(Huntsville Butler), and Daniel Brooks 
(Jackson, Tennessee, Central Merry). 
Others include: Mizraim Farley (Daphne), 
Henry Blackmon (Camden Wilcox 
Central), Ernie Sims (Tallahassee, Florida, 
North Florida Christian), Mike Heard 
(Adanta, Georgia, Lovejoy), Fred Sparkman 
(Columbia, Tennessee, Central), and Paul 
Williams (Tyler, Texas, Lee). 

Defensive Back (3-4): There are five likely 
candidates and one, Chris Felder (formerly 
of Thomasville but transferring to Camden 
Wilcox Central), has already committed. 
Other prospects are Eric Gray (Trinity West 
Morgan), Demarcus Waldrop (Pinson 
Valley), Jarod Parrish (Summerville, 
Georgia, Chattooga), and Eric Brock 
(Alexander City Benjamin Russell). 


ne increasingly important aspect of 
():: evaluation and recruiting pro- 
cess for college coaches is summer 
camp. Almost every school has some sort of 
football camp for high school players. 
Alabama has both extended stay camps and 
a mini-camp, a one-day affair that is much 
more affordable. 
This year’s Alabama camps were impres- 


sive. In mid-July Bama was host to a seven- 
on-seven team camp in which passing skills 
are developed. Two days later some 275 
players took part in a mini-camp. 

Among those taking part in Alabama 
camps this summer were: 

Quarterbacks Cole Peace, Jake Ball, and 
Brett Hicks (mentioned above), plus Dustin 
Goodwin of Demopolis, Landon Leach of 
Russellville, Arkansas, and Jon Clements of 
Jemison. 

Runningbacks Tim Castille, Courtney 
Aldridge of Linden, Corey White of 
Bessemer Jess Lanier, and Cornelius 
Reynolds of Carrollton, Georgia, Mount 
Zion, plus fullback LeRon McClain. 

Wide Receivers Jayson Swain, Cole 
Seifrig, D.J. Chambers, Matt Caddell of 
McCalla McAdory, Fred Aldridge of Linden, 
Josh Moten of Cedar Bluff, Kevin Owens of 
Tuscaloosa County, and C.A. Williams of 
Tuscaloosa County. 

Offensive Linemen Travis West, Jonathan 
Wilson of Huntsville Butler, Lance 
McCullough of Cedar Bluff, Mario 
Wormley of Bessemer Jess Lanier, and 
Garrick Clig of Port Orange, Florida, 
Spruce Creek. 

Defensive Linemen Andraus Grace, 
Marquies Gunn, Dominic Lee, Michael Hill, 
Lloyd Blevins, and Jarren Humphrey of 
Huntsville Grissom. 

Linebackers Michael Jamar, Mitchell 
Thomas, Daniel Brooks, Terrence Jones, 
and Paul Williams. 

Defensive Backs Eric Gray, Eric Brock, 
Jarod Parrish, and Geno Thompson of 
Winter Garden, Florida, West Orange. 

There were also some underclassmen in 
attendance and some will be considered 
prospects for next season. Among those 
who stood out were: 

Defensive back Simeon Castille (Tim’s 
brother) of Birmingham Briarwood 
Christian, running back Tony Dixon of 
Parrish, tight end Travis McCall of 
Prattville, quarterback Ricky Windson of 
Bessemer Jess Lanier, and all-around athlete 
Landon DuPree of Philadelphia, Mississippi 
(bother of Tider Marquez). 
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New Football Walk-Ons: 


i it == 


Tide Gets Boost In Qua 


by Drew Champlin 


Non-scholarshipped men 
face tough football road 


mong the most difficult things a new 
Asie student can add to his “load” is 

that of walk-on football player. 
Nevertheless, approximately 30 men will 
enter The University of Alabama this fall 
without benefit of aid, attempting to gain a 
spot on a football team filled with scholar- 
shipped players. 

Some of these newcomers had no scholar- 
ship offers to play college football. Others, 
like Cody Grammer, an offensive lineman 
from Tuscaloosa County High School, had of- 
fers from other schools. But none compared 
to what Alabama had to offer Grammer: a 
chance to realize a lifelong dream. 

“I had an offer to Delta State, but I didn't 
want to go out of town,” Grammer said. “I've 
always wanted to go to Alabama. It's a great 
place with all the championships they've won.” 

Grammer is one of several walk-ons who 


Name Pos. Hgt. Wet. 
.P. Adams DE 6-4 240 
Sammie Autrey SS 6-0 205 
Irving Batiste WR 6-3 200 
Ryan Babb RB 6-0 193 
DT-OT 6-5 278 
Will Catoe DE 6-2 230 
Aubrey Doroisme DE 6-3 240 
Dennis Dubois CB 5-10 185 
Derek Dubois WR-DB 5-8 175 
Kendrick Eaton WR 5-6 155 
Cody Grammer C 6-5 245 
FB-LB 6-1 215 
William Hold WR 6-2 185 
Irvin Isbell NG 5-11 245 
Durand Jackson DB 6-0 180 
Matt Kosloff QB 5-11 175 
Allen Long LB 6-3 225 
Grant Nailen CB 5-11 170 
Trevis O'Neal RB-LB 6-2 225 
Ezzie Raulls RB 5-7 196 
Kyle Robinson PK 5-10 175 
Zachary Saxton DT 6-4 310 
Max Skembo QB 6-3 200 
Beau Tate OL 5-11 245 


Michael Terry OL 6-5 315 
Matt Veitch DL 6-2 240 
Zac Wakefield DB 5-9 170 


PK 6-1 170 


2002 Alabama Football Exp 
Hometo igh School or Junior College 


Colonia, N.J./Bakersfield (California) JC 


arrived on campus this summer, prior to the 
start of practice, to participate in voluntary 
conditioning workouts. He, like the others, is 
trying to make a name for himself before fall 
practice starts. 

“I wanted to go ahead and have a jump start 
so | wouldn't be behind,” Grammer said. “I also 
wanted to go ahead and beef up a little bit.” 

Grammer is one of four walk-ons from 
Tuscaloosa County High School in Northport. 
Joining him are quarterback Matt Kosloff, and 
defensive ends Will Catoe and James Adams. 

Grammer, according to Tide Head Coach 
Dennis Franchione, is one of more than 135 
players participating in the summer condi- 
tioning program. Franchione is already im- 
pressed with the quality of this incoming 
group of walk-ons and added that the deci- 
sion on which 105 players to bring in for fall 
two-a-days will be a difficult one. 

“I think there's some quality in this incom- 
ing group of walk-ons,” Franchione said. 
“This 105 decision is not going to be an easy 
one. We will labor over that.” 

Under NCAA rules, a school may have 105 
players practicing prior to the start of classes. 
Once classes begin (August 21 at Alabama 
this year), there is no limit to the number 
who may participate. However, Franchione 
will probably limit the squad size with some 


ected Walk-Ons 


Northport/Tuscaloosa County 
Camden/Wilcox-Central 
Bakersfield, Calif. /Bakersfield JC 
Phenix City/Central 
Cullman/UAB Transfer 
Northport/Tuscaloosa County 
Bakersfield, Calif./Bakersfield JC 


Colonia, NJ. 
Camden/Wilcox-Central 
Northport/Tuscaloosa County 
Hokes Bluff/Hokes Bluff 

Austin, Texas/McCallum 
Huntsville/Johnson 
Moulton/Lawrence County 
Northport/Tuscaloosa County 
Addison/Addison 
Birmingham/Briarwood Christian 
Birmingham/Leeds 
Tuscaloosa/Central 

Ranger, Texas/Ranger Junior College 
Greensboro, N.C./Bakersfield JC 
Dallas, Texas/Richardson 
Tuscaloosa/Hillcrest 
Lexington/Lexington 
Birmingham/Hoover 
Winfield/Winfield 

Decatur/Decatur 
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walk-ons invited to participate in weight 
training and conditioning work in the fall, 
then allowed to join the team for football 
practice next spring. 

The majority of this new group of walk-ons 
hails from the state of Alabama, although 
there are several players expected to come all 
the way across the country to play for the 
Tide. Wide receiver Irving Batiste, defensive 
back Dennis Dubois, and defensive linemen 
Aubrey Doroisme and Zachary Sexton all 
played last year at Bakersfield Junior College 
in California and have been reported as being 
expected to walk on this fall. 

Franchione has also had a good following 
from the state of Texas, where he coached at 
TCU before coming to Alabama. During his 
tenure at TCU, he made a good impression 
on Max Skembo, a quarterback from Dallas. 

“I had been talking to Coach Fran when he 
was at TCU when I was a sophomore,” 
Skembo said. “I liked what he had been doing 
at TCU so I decided to come here.” 

Several walk-ons will be entering an unfa- 
miliar situation, one where they probably 
don’t know anyone. But one prospect will 
have some guidance. Ryan Babb, a running 
back from Phenix City, will have his older 
brother Joel, a promising walk-on wide re- 
ceiver, to look up to. 

“He (Joel) encouraged me to go where my 
heart sent me,” Babb said. “But 1 did come 
here for his leadership.” 

Most non-scholarshipped players do not see 
the field in their first year. Some will never 
make it into a game, or even dress out for 
one. They have to be prepared to play a role 
that is best for the team. Babb understands. 

“I just want to help the team as much as | 
can,” Babb said. “Even if means being on 
scout team.” 

Rusty Hill, a fullback/linebacker from 
Hokes Bluff, is one walk-on ready to show 
what he can do. “I've always loved Alabama,” 
Hill said. “I love their coaching staff and the 
way they play the game. And I’m ready to 
show them how hard walk-ons really work.” 


elvin Smith, the Crimson Tide's new 
Meecensie backs coach, is one who 

already knows how hard walk-ons 
really work. He'll have a chance to coach sev- 
eral of the new defensive backs, including 
Dennis and Derek Dubois, Durand Jackson, 
and Zac Wakefield. 

“Nobody loves walk-ons anymore than | 
do,” Smith said. “The hardest job in America is 
a football walk-on at a university in the SEC. 
They give you every raggedy detail. They’re 
just like a private in the Army. They think 
their name is ‘Walk On.’ I really love them all.” 

This new group of walk-ons will also fea- 
ture a player who walked away from a schol- 
arship at another school to be a member of 
the Crimson Tide. Taylor Britt, a defensive 
lineman from Cullman, spent a year at UAB, 
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but then decided he needed a change of 
scenery. 

“I loved the tradition down here, and how 
much people really love the sports program,” 
said Britt, whose older brother, Wesley, starts 
at offensive tackle for Alabama. “The coaching 
staff here is great, and a reason I transferred 
here is because I got to know the coaches.” 

The class features a mighty-mite in Kendrick 
Eaton of Wilcox Central in Camden, listed at 5- 
6 and weighing 155 pounds, and extends to 6-5 
Michael Terry, a 315-pound offensive lineman 
from Lexington. But the position that could see 
the earliest impact from this class is the place- 
kicking position, one that Franchione said is 
still unresolved after spring practice. 

Kyle Robinson, a junior college transfer from 
Ranger, Texas, and Josh Woodard, a freshman 
from Decatur, are two new non-scholar- 
shipped players who will be fighting for a 
chance to win the kicking job vacated by Neal 
Thomas, who arrived on Alabama’s campus as 
a walk-on two years ago. 

Every walk-on has the same long-term goal. 

“Hopefully I can earn a scholarship and get a 
shot here one day,” Grammer said. 

There is also a shorter-term goal, Grammer 
added. “I want to run out of the tunnel and be 
on the field with them.” 


Those goals begin with the difficult job of : 
being a non-scholarshipped player in a major Prospects, Alabama's coaching staff considers and the non-scholarshipped players will get 


college program. Fortunately for these walk-ons to be an important part of the team, opportunities. 
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Early Respect 

Its never too early for a poll, and so FOX 
Sports basketball analyst Frank Burlison has 
a pre-season top 25. And Coach Mark 
Gottfried’s Crimson Tide is ranked number 
four. 

Burlison has Arizona the pick to win the 
national championship, followed by Kansas, 
Pittsburgh and Bama. Oklahoma is number 
five. 

No other Southeastern Conference team is 
in the top ten, but Georgia is 11, Mississippi 
State 14, Kentucky 16, and Florida 24. 

And senior Alabama forward Erwin 
Dudley, last year’s SEC Player of the Year, is 
on the “watch list” of 50 players for the John 
Wooden Award, given annually to the na- 
tion’s top college player. Other SEC players 
on the list include Mario Austin of 
Mississippi State, Keith Bogans of Kentucky, 
Matt Bonner of Florida, Ronald Dupree of 
LSU, Jarvis Hayes of Georgia, and Justin 
Reed of Mississippi. 


Early Game 

Alabama's hopes of playing in the presti- 
gious pre-season basketball tournament, 
Coaches Vs. Cancer, were dashed by a feder- 
al judge, who ruled in favor of the NCAA on 
the so-called “two in four” rule. The judge 
refused to grant an injunction that would 
have prevented the NCAA from prohibiting 
teams from playing in more than two “ex- 
empt” tournaments in four years. A men’s 
basketball team is allowed 28 games in regu- 
lar season play (post-season tournaments are 
not included in the restriction). Additionally, 
a handful of tournaments are counted as 
only one game, even though a team might 
play two or more games in such a tourna- 
ment. Alabama has played in two exempt 
tournaments in the past three years, meaning 
it is not eligible for another this season. The 
tentative field for the Coaches Vs. Cancer 
Tournament in New York in mid-November 
had included Alabama, Texas, Syracuse and 
Marquette. 

However, Tide Coach Mark Gottfried said 
there is a chance Alabama will still be play- 
ing in a New York event that will be nation- 
ally televised. Plans are being made for 
Alabama to be a part of a doubleheader in 
which the Crimson Tide would play 
Oklahoma, a Final Four participant last year, 
while Marquette and Syracuse played the 
other game. 

Alabama had not been a part of the suit 
filed against the NCAA. 

The complete Crimson Tide schedule 
should be announced soon. However, it is 
known that Bama has some good non-con- 
ference competition. Bama will play Ohio 
State in the Tip-Off Classic in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, on November 29, a game that 
will be nationally televised by ESPN. 

Bama has a trip to Salt Lake City to play 
Utah on December 30 and will meet Ball 
state in the Coors Classic in Mobile 
December 14. Bama is also expected to host 
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Providence in a game either in Tuscaloosa or 
Birmingham. 


Early Commitment 

Alabama's men’s basketball team has re- 
ceived its first commitment for the early 
signing period, which begins November 13. 
Jermareo Davidson, a 6-10, 210-pound cen- 
ter/forward from Stone Mountain (Georgia) 
High School, said that he had selected 
Alabama over Florida State, Florida, Georgia, 
Missouri, and Arkansas. 

Davidson was all-county for Coach Eugene 
Brown last year as he averaged 14 points per 
game. He has a 2.3 grade point average. 

Davidson said the fact that Alabama is los- 
ing two inside players—Erwin Dudley and 
Kenny Walker-to graduation following this 
season was a factor in his selection. The 
Crimson Tide is also recruiting 6-10, 305- 
pound James Lang of Central Park Christian 
in Birmingham. Bama is considered the lead- 
er for Lang, but he is considering other 
schools, notably Louisville. 


Spybey Retires 

In a surprising announcement, Dick 
Spybey announced that after 18 years of 
working with Alabama's golf program he has 
decided to retire. Spybey came to Alabama as 
a graduate assistant coach in 1984, became 
head women’s coach in 1985, then replaced 
the legendary Conrad Rehling as men’s coach 
when Rehling retired in 1988. 

Spybey leaves in good standing an Alabama 
program that he built into a national power, 
one that has continually produced NCAA 
tournament teams, AII-SEC golfers, 
Academic All-Americas, and professional 
players. 

In 1992, his collegiate coaching peers 
voted Spybey National Coach of the Year. He 
was also voted SEC and District Coach of the 
Year in both men’s and women’s golf during 
his coaching career. His impact on the na- 
tional coaching scene has been a strong one. 
In 1997 he was named manager of the first 
United States Palmer Cup Team (collegiate 
golf's international equivalent to the PGA’s 
Ryder Cup) and he served as the Palmer Cup 
Tournament Director in 1998 for the event 
held at St. Andrews, Scotland. The 1984 
Ohio Wesleyan graduate served as the 
National President of the Golf Coaches 
Association of America from 1996-98. He 
produced collegiate golf’s Ben Hogan nation- 
al award winner in 1993 and advanced 
Alabama teams and individuals to the NCAA 
tournament nine times since 1991, including 
this past season. His 1987 Bama women’s 
team finished ninth in the nation. 

Spybey said, “I wanted to leave the pro- 
gram in good shape and after another NCAA 
appearance it appears it is there. Several 
years ago we set goals for a new course and 
new practice facilities. We wanted to rein- 
force our budget through a booster club and 
add a golf hostess program. Also, we wanted 
to host a true home tournament to honor 
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our former coach (Conrad Rehling). It 
makes me feel good that all of those things 
are finally in place.” 

In addition to excelling on the course, 
Alabama’s golfers have excelled in the class- 
room. Along with producing 18 All-SEC 
golfers and three All-Americans, Spybey has 
produced five Academic All-Americas and 49 
Academic All-SEC golfers since 1993. 
Alabama has also annually hosted a spring 
and fall tournament, the Jerry Pate National 
and the Conrad Rehling Alabama Spring 
Intercollegiate. 


First First 

Admittedly, most of the big names were at 
the British Open. But that didn’t diminish 
any of the importance of the win in Endicott, 
New York. A golf announcer surmised, “This 
is probably the first time a player named 
‘Spike’ has ever won a PGA Tour event.” 

The Spike in question was Spike McRoy of 
Huntsville, who played for Alabama 1987- 
90. McRoy, who has been on and off the PGA 
Tour, came from seven strokes behind to win 
the B.C. Open by one stroke over tour veter- 
an Fred Funk. It was the 34-year-old 
McRoy’s first PGA Tour victory, although he 
has been very successful when playing the 
“minor league” tours. 

McRoy closed with a seven-under-par 65, 
including a 31-foot birdie putt on the final 
hole, on the En-Joie Golf Club Course for a 
19-under 269 total. McRoy, who had won 
about $117,000 in making the cut in four 
previous tour events this year, earned 
$378,000 for his win. He also earned a two- 
year exemption on the PGA Tour. 

The B.C. Open is named in honor of the 
comic strip created by Endicott native 
Johnny Hart. 


Pickens Adds Honors 

Andreé Pickens is no stranger to honors, 
and there were more of them this year. 
Shortly after leading the Alabama gymnastics 
team to the 2002 national championship, 
Pickens was named winner of the Honda- 
Broderick Award, presented to the nation’s 
top gymnast. 

The Houston native, a two-time NCAA in- 
dividual champion, also was named the 2002 
SEC Female Athlete of the Year by a vote of 
the league's athletics directors. 

Alabama's four Honda-Broderick Award 
for gymnastics winners is the second most in 
the 26 year history of the award. Previous 
Alabama winners include Penney Hauschild 
(1985 and 1986) and Dee Dee Foster (1993). 
Pickens was a finalist in 1999, 

Pickens is the seventh Alabama athlete to 
earn SEC Athlete of the Year and the first 
since fellow gymnast Dee Foster in 1990. She 
is the third Crimson Tide gymnast to earn 
the honor, joining Tide legends Penney 
Hauschild (1985) and Foster. Of the four 
conference gymnasts who have earned the 
award since its inception, three competed for 
Alabama. 
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Tide women have now won the award four 
times, which ties Alabama for the best total 
with Florida and Tennessee. Alabama's previ- 
ous SEC Athletes of the Year are: 1979 
Reggie King (basketball); 1985 Hauschild 
(gymnastics); 1987 Cornelius Bennett (foot- 
ball) and Lillie Leatherwood (track and 
field); 1989 Derrick Thomas (football); 1990 
Foster (gymnastics). 


Glance Picked 

Alabama Head Men’s Track and Field 
Coach Harvey Glance was named by USA 
Track and Field as an assistant coach for the 
2003 U.S. World Championship team. “This 
is an honor second only to the Olympics,” 
said Glance. “I'm extremely honored to 
know that my peers think this highly of me 
and my coaching ability.” 

Glance is no stranger to the World 
Championships setting as he claimed a gold 
medal at the 1987 World Championships in 
the 400-meter relay. However, this will be his 
first time as a coach in the championships. 

The 2003 World Championships will be 
held in Paris, France. The athletes compet- 
ing will be the top four finishers from each 
event at the 2003 USATF Championships. 


National Champions 

Alabama senior Ron Bramlett successfully 
defended his 110-meter hurdles national 
championship and Tide junior David Kimani 
made it back to number one as he claimed 
the five-kilometer national championship at 
the NCAA Championships. 

After dropping his first collegiate match in 
over a year in the semifinals for the 110-meter 
hurdles, Bramlett turned it up a notch and 
claimed his second consecutive national title 
in the event and his third straight national 
championship in hurdling events. He turned 
in a time of 13.49 in repeating as outdoor 
champion. Bramlett had won the 60-meter 
hurdles national championship in March. 

After claiming five individual national 
championships heading into the 2001 
NCAA Outdoor Championships, Kimani 
was shutout at last year’s outdoor champi- 
onship meet as well as this year’s NCAA 
Indoor Championship meet. However, he 
retained his national championship status 
when he ran a time of 13:59.30 which was 
more than half a second faster than his near- 
est competitor. 

The 20 points won by Bramlett and Kimani 
(10 points each for a first) combined with 
the point gained by Alabama’s 400-meter 
relay team placed the Crimson Tide 11th 
overall in the final meet standings. 


Alumnae Game 

The Alabama women’s soccer team has 
announced that it has added an Alumnae 
game to the 2002 schedule. The game is 
scheduled for Friday, August 24, at 7 p.m. 
CDT at the Alabama Soccer Complex. 

The last time the Tide had an Alumnae 
Game was August 21, 1999. That game 
ended in a 1-1 tie. 


Soccer On Television 

The SEC has announced that Alabama's 
soccer match with Florida on October 25 
will be televised live on FOX Sports South. 
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Thank You! 


If you are a subscriber to "BAMA, it is 
important that you read and respond to 
the information on Page 3 of this issue. 


The match against Florida will begin at 6:30 
p.m. CDT at the Alabama Soccer Complex. 


Softball Honors 

Barely a month after being named National 
Fastpitch Coaches Association All-Americas, 
Crimson Tide softball sophomore Jackie 
McClain and freshman Ashley Courtney re- 
ceived First Team Easton All-America hon- 
ors. 

Courtney led the Tide with a .402 average 
and 74 hits. She ranked second on the team 
in runs scored (44). She finished the season 
ranked in the Top 10 of eight individual sea- 
son categories. Her 15 doubles was fifth most 
doubles in a season by an Alabama player 
while her .402 average was the sixth highest 
batting average in a season. 

McClain, who is making her second ap- 
pearance on an Easton All-America team, led 
the Crimson Tide with 43 RBI, 18 doubles 
and eight home runs. Her 18 doubles was 
the second most in a season in school history 
and as a sophomore she already ranks in 10 
all-time Top 10 categories in Alabama soft- 
ball history. 

Alabama has now been honored with 13 
Easton All-American selections since the 
program's inception in 1997. Courtney's se- 


lection makes her the seventh different 
Alabama player to be named to an Easton 
All-America team, and second straight year a 
Crimson Tide freshman has been named a 
first team All-America performer as McClain 
received the honor after the 2001 season. 


Jeremiah Castille Returns 

Former Alabama football star Jeremiah 
Castille is returning to The University as di- 
rector of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
at The Capstone. Alabama’s FCA chapter has 
traditionally been one of the nation’s most 
active. Castille was to report in August. 

Castille, who was named one of Alabama's 
all-time finest players, was an All-America 
performer for Coach Paul Bryant's Crimson 
Tide, then played six years in the National 
Football League, including playing in two 
Super Bowls. 

Castille will leave his post as an assistant 
coach at Briarwood Christian School in 
Birmingham. Castille, a native of Phenix 
City, was active in the Campus Crusade for 
Christ as a student-athlete at Bama and 
served as a minister before going to 
Briarwood. He will serve as chaplain of the 
Tide football and men’s basketball teams and 
will assist Wayne Atcheson of Alabama's Tide 
Pride office, who has been advisor to the 
FCA for nearly two decades. 

Castille has two sons who are star football 
players at Briarwood, Tim, a 5-11, 220- 
pound senior running back, who is a top col- 
lege prospect, and Simeon, a 6-0, 170-pound 
junior wide receiver. 
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